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Text:

I am full of tears!!  
Tears of joy that seem to well and flow  
upon the thought that I carry the promise  
of beauty for ashes and life anew.  
 
A plan so delicate that no gentle hand of ours  
could place it all in place with grace  
to cause it not to break.  

Birthed from faith and made with love, it grows.  
 
Hope nurtures it and peace sustains  
the dwelling place as the hymn does  
the soul that sings of Thee.  

These tears which once fell for loss,  
now build a grateful river that runs  
through forests of prayer and possibility.   
 
They flow, but joy never leaves. 
 
	 - Devondra Banks, “Joy Never Leaves.” Used with permission
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www.graphitepublishing.com
Graphite sells digital scores that are excellent and accessible: unique yet emotional; challenging yet appealing; innovative and enjoyable to experience.

Other choral works for mixed voices from Graphite Publishing: 
 

	 Eric William Barnum	 GP - B008	 The White Birds	 SATB, a cappella 
	 Eric William Barnum	 GP - B010	 Conf lagration	 SATB, piano 
	 Abbie Betinis	 GP - B004	 Blessed Be the Lord, My Rock	 SAB, piano, organ, or a cappella 
	 Benjamin Cramer	 GP - C006	 O Beautiful End	 SATB, a cappella 
	 Benjamin Cramer	 GP - C008	 In the Midst of Life	 SATB, a cappella 
	 Matthew Culloton	 GP - C001	 Two Carols	 SATB, a cappella 
	 Matthew Culloton	 GP - C002	 Sussex Carol	 SATB, cello, harp
	 Dessa and Jocelyn Hagen	 GP - D023	 Controlled Burn	 SATB, orchestra or chamber ens. 
	 Dessa and Jocelyn Hagen	 GP - D026	 Look Out Above	 SATB, a cappella, soli, body percussion 
	 Christine Donkin	 GP - D019	 In Flanders Fields	 SATB, a cappella
	 Christine Donkin	 GP - D020	 In Paradisum	 SSAATTBB, a cappella
	 Jocelyn Hagen	 GP - H003	 I Lift Up My Eyes (Psalm 121)	 SSATB, a cappella 
	 Jocelyn Hagen	 GP - H014	 To See the Sky	 SATB, piano 
	 Christopher Harris	 GP - H015	 Alleluia, For This Day	 SATB (div), piano 
	 Christopher Harris	 GP - H016	 Were You There?	 SATB, a cappella 
	 Christopher Harris	 GP - H018	 He’s Able!	 SATB (div), piano 
	 Isaac Lovdahl	 GP - L002	 They Brought a Joyful Song	 SATB (div), a cappella
	 Isaac Lovdahl	 GP - L004	 Everyone Sang	 3-part mixed, piano 
	 Paul John Rudoi	 GP - R013	 Gamaya	 SATB, opt. djembe 
	 Paul John Rudoi	 GP - R014	 Stillness and the Night	 SATB, a cappella 
	 Joshua Shank	 GP - S001	 Color Madrigals (6 movement cycle)	 SATB, a cappella 
	 Timothy C. Takach	 GP - T001	 ‘Twas in the Moon of Wintertime	 SATB, a cappella 
	 Timothy C. Takach	 GP - T010	 Neither Angels, Nor Demons, Nor Powers	 SSATBB, a cappella 
	 Takach and Hagen	 GP - T016	 This is How You Love (multi-movement)	 SATB, a cappella 
	 Joe Twist	 GP - T020	 Hymn of Ancient Lands	 SATB (div), S solo a cappella 
	 Joe Twist	 GP - T021	 Weep, O Mine Eyes	 SSAATTBB a cappella 
	 Ellen Gilson Voth	 GP - V002	 Across the empty square	 SATB, piano
	 Dale Warland	 GP - W001	 Always Singing	 SATB (div), a cappella 
	 Dale Warland	 GP - W002	 Benedicamus Domino	 SSAATTBB, a cappella 
	 Dale Warland	 GP - W003	 Sed Amore (But by Love)	 SATB (div), piano
	 Reginal Wright	 GP - W006	 The Gift to Sing	 SATB, piano
	 Reginal Wright	 GP - W007	 Tides	 SATB, violin, viola, piano 
	 Reginal Wright	 GP - W008	 Life’s Mirror	 SATB, piano

Christopher H. Harris 
 

Dr. Christopher Harris, a native of Fort Worth, Texas, is currently the Director of Choral Studies at Arkansas Tech University.  
He received his PhD in Choral Music Education from Florida State University in Tallahassee, FL, his Master’s in Choral 
Conducting from Ithaca College in Ithaca, NY, and his Bachelor’s in Music Education from Texas Southern University in Houston, 
TX and is quite active as a music educator, conductor, performer, adjudicator, and choral composer. He is a published composer 
with several accolades including winner of both the Eastern and National Divisions of the 2013 National Association for Music 
Education Composition Competition, and the Grand Prize Winner of the 2016 Ithaca College Choral Composition Competition. 
His music has been performed internationally by mixed, men’s, and treble choirs of varied ages and abilities. Most recently Harris 
was honored through the selection of his music for performance by the 2018 Texas All-State Mixed Choir, the 2018 Southwest 
American Choral Directors Association Honor’s Men’s Choir, the 2018 Arkansas Intercollegiate Choir, and the 2019 Arkansas 
All-State Mixed Choir and New York All-State Mixed Choir.


