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Text:

We are the roadside flowers,
Straying from garden grounds,--
Lovers of idle hours,

Breakers of ordered bounds.

If only the earth will feed us,

If only the wind be kind,

We blossom for those who need us,
The stragglers left behind.

And lo, the Lord of the Garden,
He makes his sun to rise,

And his rain to fall with pardon
On our dusty paradise.

On us he has laid the duty,--

The task of the wandering breed,--
To better the world with beauty,
Wherever the way may lead.

Who shall inquire of the season,

Or question the wind where it blows?
We blossom and ask no reason.

The Lord of the Garden knows.

- Bliss Carman (1862-1929)
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Martha Hill Duncan

Martha Hill Duncan received a diploma in Vocal Music in the first graduating class of the Houston High School for
Performing and Visual Arts and a BM in Composition from the University of Texas at Austin. Her composition teach-
ers have included Donald Grantham, Robert Palmer and Sam Dolin; her piano teachers have included Gregory Allen,
Danielle Martin, Errol Haun and Trudi Borden.

Her ongoing interest in vocal music and recognition of her adopted country, Canada, has culminated in a cycle of
songs for voice and piano entitled Singing From the Northland: A Celebration of Canadian Poetry in Song. Three of
these songs, “Severance,” “Grey Rocks and Greyer Seas” and “Rainfall” were chosen as finalists and performed in
the 2005 Diana Barnhart American Song Competition in Wayne, PA.

As director of the Kingston, Ontario women's choir She Sings!, she has also produced several works for treble choir
including “Song of the Stars,” “Lady Icicle” and “Lullaby of the Iroquois.” These three songs were performed on
May 11, 2007 by the The New York Treble Singers in their concert entitled American Voices. “Star Prayers” was a
co-winner in the 2005 Ruth Watson Henderson Choral Composition Competition. Choirs that have commissioned her
work include Aurora, Melos Chamber Choir, Pro Arte Singers, and the Young Choristers Limestone.
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Eric William Barnum GP-B003  The Frozen Grail (cycle) soprano, piano
Eric William Barnum GP-B007  Lucy (cycle) soprano, piano
Abbie Betinis GP-B005  The Clan of the Lichens (cycle) soprano, piano

Jenni Brandon GP-B001  Imperceptible soprano, piano

Jenni Brandon GP-B002  Dog Tales (cycle) soprano, flute, clarinet, piano
Matthew Culloton GP-c003  That Shadow My Likeness (collection) voice, piano

Martha Hill Duncan GP-D017  Singing in the Northland, Vol. 1 (collection) voice, piano

Martha Hill Duncan GP-D018  Singing in the Northland, Vol. 2 (collection) voice, piano

Christopher Gable GP-G001  December Carol voice, piano

Christopher Gable GP-G002  Solstice Lullaby voice, piano

Jocelyn Hagen GP-H002  Hope (cycle) soprano, piano

Jocelyn Hagen GP-H005 love. songs (cycle) baritone, piano

Jocelyn Hagen GP-H005.1 love. songs (cycle) soprano, piano

Jocelyn Hagen GP-H007  Songs of Fields and Prairies (cycle) soprano, piano

Jocelyn Hagen GP-H008  The Sweetness of My Dreams (cycle) mezzo-soprano, piano
Jocelyn Hagen GP-H010  The Time of Singing Has Come (cycle) soprano, tenor, piano
Norman Mathews GP-M001  Songs of the Poet (cycle) voice, piano

Norman Mathews GP-Mo02  Velvet Shoes voice, piano

Norman Mathews GP-M003  Fancy voice, piano

Scott Robinson GP-R002  Song of Hannah med./high voice, vin., vc., 1-3 opt. perc.
Paul J. Rudoi GP-R008  Child of the Heartless Wind (cycle) high voice, piano

Timothy C. Takach GP-T008  Departure (cycle) high voice, piano

Graphite Publishing sells digital scores (via pdf documents) at www.graphitepublishing.com. The music published by Graphite includes quality
compositions where excellence and accessibility meet: unique yet emotional; challenging yet appealing; innovative and enjoyable to experience.
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