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Some maps have blue borders
like the blue of your name
or the tributary lacing of

veins running through your

father’s hands. & how the last
time I saw you, you held
me for so long I saw whole

lifetimes flooding by me QQ \
small tentacles reachingQ
for both our faces. I wis
maps would be withg
borders & that w@lelo
to no one & t z& : Q
at once, wha, &lj at
would b ot Moorld
maylg Id call it
S01d % or@intrinsic @
Lijsenfo™Riiiftq or something &
() &1f | were to see you 0
morrow & everyjone you &

came from had disappeared

% I would weep with you & drown
out any black lines that this @
earth allowed us to give it
because what is a map Qut \
& a useless prison? We 11
s0 lost & no nami
spaces can s ,@ut \
@ is a map but luSion of Q
safety? ine dra®n is always
Q in theg folds on itself O
% befgreNge re)done making it.
t Ithe, there, south of
Q %ow it dares to cover \
X4 %he bodies, as though we @
ould forget who died there

\ & for what? As if we could %
O forget that if you spin a globe

& stop it with your finger &
you’ll land it on top of someo
Q living, someone who was @
& expecting to be crushed ]
Q “Maps: for Marcelo” *Copyrightgd 201 esenia Montilla.
Originally publisifedji m-A-Day on 28 March 2017, by the A%my of%merican Poets. Used with permission of the author.

Composer’s Ybtes

“Border % s composed for Adams State Uni y's choral concert series “An Immigrant's Tale: Hopes, Dreams, and

amUgtertain Time” as part of their ETHOS projgct—Exploring Equity through Music. In collaboration with Harlem-

-Latina poet Yesenia Montilla, this work is born out of empathy for immigrants to the United States who have been

rom their families in the spirit of xenophobia. Her words call out the arbitrary nature of geopolitical borders and

e all of us to unify at our roots in our common humanity. The music is inspired in meter and melody by Central

American folk song; and the guitar, a common denominator in a variety of folk traditions, portrays the undulations of "el rio"
as the narrative unfolds, expressing a clear yearning for belonging.

*Please credit Ms. Montilla in programs and album liner notes with this statement verbatim.

Cover Art: Lili Copyright © 2009 by Mari Esabel Valverde. All Rights Reserved.
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*This is either a tenor solo or a soprano solo, but not both. The desired affect is a feeling of isolation

or separation.
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**Sing with a strongly trilled [r]. "El rio" translates from Spanish to English as "the river."
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