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Text: 
 
If we are only stardust 
Let your names reach to the sky above us  
 
Like petals wafting on a breeze 
We lift you up beyond our reach  

“Kum Buba Yali, Kum Buba Tambe” 
Amen, Amen 
”Kum Buba Yali, Kum Buba Tambe” 
We say your names 
 
If we are only stardust 
May your blood never be in vain  
 
Like petals wafting on a breeze 
We lift you up beyond our reach  
 
“Kum Buba Yali, Kum Buba Tambe” 
Amen, Amen 
“Kum Buba Yali, Kum Buba Tambe” 
We say your names 
 
Each day we grieve another face 
Maybe all this stardust
Will carry us home one day 
To a home where we can run 
A home where we can pray 
A home where we can breathe,  
To sleep and dream without fear— 
Is justice this far away?  
 
We cry your names  
For the strength to keep on fighting  
With the hope that you are flying  
 
“Kum Buba Yali, Kum Buba Tambe” 
Stardust 
 
	 - Brittny Ray Crowell

Notes: 
 
In “Stardust,” the singers call for “a home where we 
can run” in memory of Ahmaud Arbery, “a home 
where we can pray” in memory of the victims of the 
Mother Emanuel shooting, “a home where we can 
breathe” in memory of George Floyd, and a home 
“to sleep and dream without fear” in memory of 
Breonna Taylor. When we sing, we pray twice, and 
it is my prayer that this piece stirs all who hear it to 
call for justice for the people of color taken from this 
world before their time and without concern for their 
humanity. 
	 - Marcus J. Jauregui

From the Poet:

“Kum Buba Yali, Kum Buba Tambe”
“These are the ‘magic words’ from Virginia Hamilton’s 
‘The People Could Fly.’ There’s no actual translation 
for it, although it has some similarities to some African 
languages/dialects. The lack of translation may have 
been Hamilton’s way of showing how most of the 
Africans lost access to their ability to fly due to being 
enslaved and removed from their culture.”
 
Brittny Ray Crowell is a 
native of Texarkana, TX. 
She is the recipient of a 
Donald Barthelme Prize in 
Poetry and the Lucy Terry 
Prince Prize, judged by 
Major Jackson. Her poems 
have been published or are 
forthcoming in Ploughshares, 
Frontier, The Common, 
The West Review, Mount 
Island, Aunt Chloe, Copper 
Nickel, The Journal, and the 
anthology Black Lives Have 
Always Mattered. She recently participated as one of 
the librettists for the Kennedy Center’s Cartography 
Project. She is a teaching assistant and PhD candidate 
in Creative Writing and Literature at the University of 
Houston and a poetry editor for Gulf Coast.
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Brittney Boykin (B. E. Boykin) first pursued her interest in music during her time at Spelman College, attending classes that 
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Center. She obtained her PhD from Georgia State University with an emphasis in Music Education and is currently an Assistant 
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Other works for TB voices from Graphite: 
 

	 Eric William Barnum	 GP-B009	 I Come Singing	 TTBB, shaman drum	  
	 Eric William Barnum	 GP-B011	 The Young Man’s Song	 TB, piano	  
	 B.E. Boykin	 GP-B019.1	 Stardust	 TBB, piano, djembe
	 Christine Donkin	 GP-D019.1	 In Flanders Fields	 TTBB, a cappella
	 Jocelyn Hagen	 GP-H012	 Speak the Truth	 TB, piano 
	 Hagen & Takach	 GP-N001	 A Path to Each Other	 3-part round for equal voices
	 Isaac Lovedahl	 GP-L001	 Behind the Mountain	 3-part round for equal voices
	 Paul John Rudoi	 GP-R012	 For the Beauty of the Earth	 TTBB, a cappella	  
	 Paul John Rudoi	 GP-R017.2	 If I Were a Dog	 TBB, piano 
	 Paul John Rudoi	 GP-R020.2	 Two Old Crows	 TBB, piano, violin 
	 Timothy C. Takach	 GP-T004	 Veni Creator Spiritus	 TTBB, a cappella 
	 Timothy C. Takach	 GP-T006	 The Streets of Laredo	 unison voices, TTB, piano	  
	 Timothy C. Takach	 GP-T009	 Things I Didn’t Know I Loved	 TTBB, a cappella
	 Timothy C. Takach	 GP-T011	 ‘Twas in the Moon of Wintertime	 TTBB, a cappella 
	 Timothy C. Takach	 GP-T013	 Salve Regina	 TTBB double choir, a cappella 
	 Timothy C. Takach	 GP-T025.4 	 Outshine	 TB, piano
	 Reginal Wright	 GP-W005	 Forged	 TTBB, piano, percussion

Check out these titles from our friends at Cantus: 
 

	 Maura Bosch	 TCT-CTS-006	 The Turning	 TTBB, a cappella	  
	 Grace Brigham	 TCT-CTS-009	 Discoveries	 TTBB, a cappella, T soli	  
	 Catherine Dalton	 TCT-CTS-012	 Silver Deity of Secret Night	 TTBB, a cappella, TB soli 
	 Gibson, Hassilev, Yarbrough	 TCT-CTS-001	 There’s a Meeting Here Tonight	 TTBB, a cappella 
	 Joseph Gregorio	 TCT-CTS-010	 To My Brother	 TTBB, a cappella
	 R.F.M. Mann, arr. Humble	 TCT-CTS-011	 Jewett	 TBB, a cappella 
	 Aaron Humble	 TCT-CTS-004	 Still, Still Still	 TTBB (div), a cappella, T solo
	 Humble & Rudoi	 TCT-CTS-007	 Been in the Storm	 TTBB, a cappella, T solo 
	 Linda Kachelmeier	 TCT-CTS-013	 We Toast the Days	 TTBB, a cappella
	 Rosephanye Powell	 TCT-CTS-014	 When We Sing	 TTBB, a cappella
	 Gary Ruschman	 TCT-CTS-002	 Nowell! Nowell! This is the Salutacion	 TBB, frame drum
	 Timothy C. Takach	 TCT-CTS-008	 Luceat Eis	 TTBB (div), a cappella 


