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Program Note:

Dog Tales was commissioned by the Cinecinnati new music ensemble Conundrum (Mary Elizabeth Southworth-
soprano, Danielle Hundley-flute, Marianne Breneman-clarinet, Philip Amalong-piano) and was premiered by
them in November 200q. They are all avid dog lovers and wanted a work that told the stories about their beloved pets.

In setting out to write this work, the members of Conundrum provided me with stories, pictures, and anecdotes

about their four-legged friends. I then passed these wonderful collections onto my poet/writer friend Bobbi J.

Nicotera who then created the amazing text for this work. What 1 think is remarkable about the text is it not

only captures these dogs in prose, but also speaks of a more universal theme of relationships and our interac-

tion with the world around us, both with our pets and other people. Often sweet and funny, these touching

pieces are a testament to the love for man’s best friend and how these relationships positively affect us each day.
- Jenni Brandon

Dig (Chloe)

Dig Dig Dig Dig

You may not understand my reasons.
But I know why.

Dig Dig Dig Dig

It’s because I miss you when you're gone.
And so I need a reminder.

Dig Dig Dig.

This looks like the perfect place.

A space for me

Dig Dig Dig

To keep mementos of you.

Dig Dig

I'll keep them safe while you're at work.
Dig Dig

And I'll wait for your return.

Dig.

- Bobbi J. Nicotera
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Jenni Brandon

Jenni Brandon (b. 1977) is a composer of solo, vocal, choral, chamber, and orchestral music whose style is often influenced by
nature and her surroundings. Jenni’'s compositions have been commissioned and performed in venues across the world, including
Carnegie Hall.

Jenni is also active as a conductor and mezzo-soprano, having appeared in concert as a singer with the Boston Pops, Pacific
Chorale, Los Angeles Philharmonic, and at the Hollywood Bowl. As a choral conductor she frequently makes guest appearances
and also leads The Concert Singers, the oldest independent choir in Los Angeles.

Her award-winning music has been featured at festivals, conferences, and on radio broadcasts. A variety of
ensembles have recorded Jenni’s music and her first self-produced CD, “Songs of California: Music for Winds and Piano” was
released in 2010. Please visit www.jennibrandon.com for more information.

Art song cycles and collections from Graphite:

Eric William Barnum GP-BO07  Lucy tenor, piano

Eric William Barnum GP-B003  The Frozen Grail soprano, piano

Abbie Betinis GP-B005  The Clan of the Lichens high voice, piano
Jenni Brandon GP-B0OO1  Imperceptible soprano, piano

Jenni Brandon GP-B002 Dog Tales soprano, flute, clarinet, piano
Martha Hill Duncan GP-D017  Singing in the Northland, Vol. 1 voice, piano

Martha Hill Duncan GP-D018  Singing in the Northland, Vol. 2 voice, piano

Jocelyn Hagen GP-HO13  Kiss soprano, piano
Jocelyn Hagen GP-HO05  love. songs baritone, piano
Jocelyn Hagen GP-HOO7  Songs of Fields and Prairies soprano, piano
Jocelyn Hagen GP-HO08  The Sweetness of my Dreams mezzo-soprano, piano
Luke Mayernik GP-MO11  Heart of Origin mezzo-soprano, piano
Paul John Rudoi GP-R008  Child of the Heartless Wind high voice, piano
Joshua Shank GP-S002  Services of Snow soprano, piano
Timothy C. Takach GP-T008  Departure high voice, piano
Timothy C. Takach GP-T012  Where Beauty Comes From high voice, piano
Timothy C. Takach GP-T017  How to Triumph Like a Girl low voice, piano
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