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AVE GENEROSA

Ave, generosa, gloriosa et intacta puella.
Tu pupilla castitatis, tu materia sanctitatis, que Deo placuit.
Nam hec superna infusio in te fuit, quod supernum Verbum in te carnem induit.
Tu candidum lilium, quod Deus ante omnem creaturam inspexit.
O pulsherrima et dulcissima, quam valde Deus in te delectabatur, cum amplexionem
caloris sui in te posuit, ita quod Filius eius de te lactatus est.
Venter enim tuus gaudium havuit, cum omnis celestis symphonia de te sonuit, quia, Virgo,
Filium Dei portasti,ubi castitas tua in Deo claruit.
Viscera tua gaudium habuerunt,
sicut gramen, super quod ros cadit, cum ei viriditatem infudit,
ut et in te factum est, o Mater omnis gaudii.
Nunc omnis Ecclesia in gaudio rutiletac in symphonia sonet
propter dulcissima Virginemet laudabilem Mariam, dei Genitricem.
Amen.

— Hildegard of Bingen

AVE GENEROSA (Erasure)

I behold you, glorious, pure and whole
You are the sacred, the essence of sanctity,

You are a shining white lily,
O lovely and tender one,

with all the celestial symphony resounding through you,
like grass upon which the dew falls, infused with green life

Now all shines in joy, resounds in symphony because of you.

— Translation & erasure by the composer



Ave generosa is dedicated to WomenSing (Martin Benvenuto, Artistic Director)
on the occasion of its 50th anniversary and commissioned
through the Marcia Hodges New Music Fund.

Because the 50™ anniversary season of WomenSing honored not only the choir but also five notable
women, including Hildegard of Bingen, | wanted to celebrate this theme with a text
that was both universally inclusive and appropriate for WomenSing's December concert.

Erasure poetry, my inspiration for this particular adaptation of Hildegard's text describing
the Virgin Mary, takes an original piece of text and omits or “erases” certain words to create
a new poem. In this piece, I chose to set to music a secular erasure of Hildegard's Ave generosa
text to embrace and celebrate Hildegard herself and all women, regardless of faith.

While the sacred words have been omitted, the emply space they create is nonetheless reflected
in the singers' lines, through both rests and neutral syllables.



To WomenSing, Martin Benvenuto, Artistic Director
On the occasion of'its 50th anniversary and commissioned through the Marcia Hodges New Music Fund

Ave generosa

for SSA Chorus & Harp (or Piano)

Text by Hildegard of Bingen, Music by Dale Trumbore
translated & adapted by the composer
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Here through m. 17, and when this motive recurs within the piece, bring outmotes onthe bottom staff with a slightly-greater emphasis.
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If accompanying on Piano: sustain chord without tremolo:
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