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Text:

Gather up whatever is
glittering in the gutter,
whatever has tumbled
in the waves or fallen
in flames out of the sky,

for it’s not only our
hearts that are broken,
but the heart

of the world as well.
Stitch it back together.

Make a place where

the day speaks to the night
and the earth speaks to the sky.
Whether we created God

or God created us

it all comes down to this:

In our imperfect world

we are meant to repair

and stitch together

what beauty there is, stitch it

with compassion and wire.
See how everything

we have made gathers

the light inside itself

and overflows? A blessing.

- Stuart Kestenbaum, from Only Now (Deerbrook Editions,
2013). Copyright © 2013 by Stuart Kestenbaum. Used with
permission of the author.

The Poet:

Stuart Kestenbaum is the
author of six collections

of poems and a book of
briefl essays on craft and
community. He has wrilten
and spoken widely on cralt
making and crealivity, and
his poems and writing have
appeared in small press
publications and magazines.
He is currently serving as
Maine’s poel laureate and
hosts Poems from IHere on
Maine Public Radio/Maine
Public Classical. He was the director of the Haystack
Mountain School of Crafts in Deer Isle, Maine for over
twenly-five years, and was elected an honorary fellow
of the American Craft Council in 20006.

Former US poet laureate Ted Kooser has wrilten
“Stuart Kestenbaum writes the kind of poems I love
Lo read, heartfelt responses to the privilege of having
been given a life. No hidden agendas here, no theories
Lo espouse, nothing but life, pure life, set down with
craft and love.”
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*While music is constructed with notes and rests, these moments are unique in giving

the appearance that there's still forward motion through the silence
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