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Text: 
 
Gather up whatever is    
glittering in the gutter,   
whatever has tumbled    
in the waves or fallen    
in flames out of the sky,
 
for it’s not only our   
hearts that are broken,    
but the heart   
of the world as well.   
Stitch it back together. 
 
Make a place where   
the day speaks to the night   
and the earth speaks to the sky.   
Whether we created God   
or God created us
 
it all comes down to this:   
In our imperfect world   
we are meant to repair   
and stitch together    
what beauty there is, stitch it 
 
with compassion and wire.    
See how everything    
we have made gathers    
the light inside itself   
and overflows? A blessing.
 
- Stuart Kestenbaum, from Only Now (Deerbrook Editions, 
2013). Copyright © 2013 by Stuart Kestenbaum. Used with 
permission of the author.

The Poet: 
 
Stuart Kestenbaum is the 
author of six collections 
of poems and a book of 
brief essays on craft and 
community. He has written 
and spoken widely on craft 
making and creativity, and 
his poems and writing have 
appeared in small press 
publications and magazines. 
He is currently serving as 
Maine’s poet laureate and 
hosts Poems from Here on 
Maine Public Radio/Maine 
Public Classical. He was the director of the Haystack 
Mountain School of Crafts in Deer Isle, Maine for over 
twenty-five years, and was elected an honorary fellow 
of the American Craft Council in 2006.
Former US poet laureate Ted Kooser has written 
“Stuart Kestenbaum writes the kind of poems I love 
to read, heartfelt responses to the privilege of having 
been given a life. No hidden agendas here, no theories 
to espouse, nothing but life, pure life, set down with 
craft and love.”
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B.E. Boykin 
 

Brittney Boykin (B. E. Boykin) first pursued her interest in music during her time at Spelman College, attending classes that 
inspired and challenged her musical imagination and peaked her interest in composition. After graduating with a B.A. in 

Music, Boykin continued her studies while attending Westminster Choir College of Rider University in Princeton, New Jersey, 
graduating with a M.M. in Sacred Music and receiving the R & R Young Composition Prize. Boykin has been commissioned 
and collaborated with several organizations, including a number of ACDA divisions, the Minnesota Opera and the Kennedy 
Center. She obtained her PhD from Georgia State University with an emphasis in Music Education and is currently an Assistant 
Professor of Music at the Georgia Institute of Technology.

www.graphitepublishing.com

Other choral works for mixed voices from Graphite Publishing: 
 

 Eric William Barnum GP-B008 The White Birds SATB, a cappella 

 Eric William Barnum GP-B010 Conf lagration SATB, piano 

 Abbie Betinis GP-B004 Blessed Be the Lord, My Rock SAB, piano, organ, or a cappella 

 B.E. Boykin GP-B022 Holding the Light SATB, piano 

 B.E. Boykin GP-B024 It’s a Long Way SATB, piano

 Jennifer Lucy Cook GP-C009 They Are Mother SATB div., SA soli, piano

 Jennifer Lucy Cook GP-C012 How Can I Keep From Singing? SATB, piano
 Dessa and Jocelyn Hagen GP-D023 Controlled Burn SATB, orchestra or chamber ens. 
 Dessa and Jocelyn Hagen GP-D026 Look Out Above SATB, a cappella, soli, body percussion 

 Christine Donkin GP-D019 In Flanders Fields SATB, a cappella

 Christine Donkin GP-D020 In Paradisum SSAATTBB, a cappella

 Jocelyn Hagen GP-H003 I Lift Up My Eyes (Psalm 121) SSATB, a cappella 

 Jocelyn Hagen GP-H014 To See the Sky SATB, piano 

 Christopher Harris GP-H015 Alleluia, For This Day SATB (div), piano 

 Christopher Harris GP-H016 Were You There? SATB, a cappella 

 Christopher Harris GP-H018 He’s Able! SATB (div), piano 

 Isaac Lovdahl GP-L002 They Brought a Joyful Song SATB (div), piano
 Isaac Lovdahl GP-L006 Though the great Waters sleep SATB (div), piano

 Luke Mayernik GP-M004 Emblem SATB, S solo, piano, violin, cello 

 Luke Mayernik GP-M005 IKON SSAATTBB, a cappella 

 Paul John Rudoi GP-R013 Gamaya SATB, opt. djembe 

 Paul John Rudoi GP-R014 Stillness and the Night SATB, a cappella 

 Joshua Shank GP-S001 Color Madrigals (6 movement cycle) SATB, a cappella 

 Joshua Shank GP-S004 Daughter Ecstatic SATB, soli quartet, a cappella
 Timothy C. Takach GP-T001 ‘Twas in the Moon of Wintertime SATB, a cappella 

 Timothy C. Takach GP-T010 Neither Angels, Nor Demons, Nor Powers SSATBB, a cappella 

 Takach and Hagen GP-T016 This is How You Love (multi-movement) SATB, a cappella 

 Joe Twist GP-T020 Hymn of Ancient Lands SATB (div), S solo a cappella 

 Joe Twist GP-T021 Weep, O Mine Eyes SSAATTBB a cappella 

 Ellen Gilson Voth GP-V002 Across the empty square SATB, piano
 Dale Warland GP-W001 Always Singing SATB (div), a cappella 

 Dale Warland GP-W003 Sed Amore (But by Love) SATB (div), piano

 Reignal Wright GP-W006 The Gift to Sing SATB, piano

 Reignal Wright GP-W007 Tides SATB, violin, viola, piano 

 Reignal Wright GP-W008 Life’s Mirror SATB, piano


