Alex Berko

Qﬁ(z
ardinal direes
=
e
S
<&
Q

ALEX BERKO MUSIC



* k%

Commissioned by Constellation Men’s Ensemble as part of the NOVA New Music Series

First performance on May 19, 2023 in Chicago, IL
by the Constellation Men’s Ensemble

cardinal directions

north
one nation,
fatherland,
semi-visible,
mythology
and artifice
for all
west east
this land was made for golden spines while we slept, the sea resumed
of sandstone, every water drop its melancholy drone, and wept;
a talisman, each curve of wind sisters of phaethon; tarrying
a chisel sent to document the hours your amber tears to posit
thirst prolonged, the fracture in the dusk like resin amulets
unpolished vagrant dust s of grief laid out to mend
a home within the knuckl my hyperborean
blue heart
south

lone star, would I were steadfast
as a merle of sleepless birds
amassing on the power lines
above west alabama street,
and flocking, with eternal beaks
ajar, shepherds for floods to
allocate us temporary shores.

- Rata Kuzmickas



- PROGRAM NOTE -

In response to the question, “How do you define home?”, I turned to the poetry of my good frien
and multidisciplinary artist, Rata Kuzmickas: a Lithuanian-born pianist, poet, and visual artist
who has lived in many different parts of the world and has a unique interpretation of what
means to her. Rata’s way of making sense of her world was to devise a multi-movement
organized as a compass with each cardinal direction depicting a place she has lived:
(south), Lithuania (east), and Las Vegas (west). north speaks globally of North America.
poem circulates through each direction, a stronger sense of self-identity emer
movement begins with the physical elements of the location:

“one nation, fatherland...”

“the sea resumed its melancholy drone...”
“sleepless birds amassing on the powerlines...”
“golden spines of sandstone...”

And ends with both a personal and universal sentiment;

“...for all”
“...my hyperborean blue heart”
...to allocate us temporary shores”
..a home within the knuckles of myhands”

meisshaped by the collection of environments
ion holds a different piece of home within
nt emotional emblem. A house is not always home,
ment elucidate part of us? Does how we define home

Like all of us, Rita’s sense of self-ide
and experiences with which she grew
her. Each ecosystem carrie adi
but do the physical elements of o ir
define who we are?

Duration: ca. 10 minutes

The m ents may be performed in any order desired and need not be performed as a complete
continuous set.)



- ANOTE FROM THE POET -

These four poems encompass several personal meanings of home. My parents immigrated to the
United States from Lithuania in their twenties, so although I was born in the States, I have alwa
felt somewhat split between two worlds. I often feel I have two first languages, having learng

happened first. Somewhere along the way, I obtained dual citizenship, but througho
my childhood, I was constantly assessing a demand I'd often endure from my peers: “...

am, a fundamental human right.

The first poem, “north”, refers specifically to North America as a
north”, the place I always return to. In elementary school, we wou

.). Lithuanians would refer
relate to. This poem’s
ning. As a child, I was
forever on split-patriotism duty, disassociated from what it s or, baffled by why it wasn’t
acceptable or appropriate to find a sense ofdelonging where it felt right for us as individuals.

my own meanings of home (replacing “America” with “
to their country as the Fatherland, which was just as dif]

“East” refers to Lithuania (eastern E
Baltic Sea from my childhood. Durin
amber and toss them onto the shores.

es of the Baltic Sea sweep up pieces of
rs, my grandparents and I would walk the
hunt for stranded amber. The imagery of the amber
leads into the Greek myt hich the gods turned his seven sisters into poplar
trees after his death, i int@ amber.

e come to call home for the past six years. Texas is also
the poem’s namesake, and is fused with elements of John Keats’
is infamously flood-prone, summoning lakes out of roads, and a



Compmissioned and premiered by Constellation Men’s Ensemble in Chicago, IL as part
of their NOVA VI: pathways
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