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‘Twas in the moon of wintertime,
When all the birds had fled,
That mighty Gitchi Manitou
Sent angel choirs instead.
Before their light the stars grew dim,
And wondering hunters heard the hymn:
Jesous Ahatonia*, Jesus is born,
	 in excelsis gloria. 

Within a lodge of broken bark
The tender Babe was found;
A ragged robe of rabbit skin
Enwrapped His beauty round;
But as the hunter braves drew nigh,
The angel song rang loud and high:
	 in excelsis gloria.
 
O children of the forest free,
O sons of Manitou,
The Holy Child of earth and heaven
Is born today for you.
Come kneel before the radiant boy,
Who brings you beauty, peace, and joy.
Jesous Ahatonia, Jesus is born,
	 in excelsis gloria. 
 
 
 
Jean de Brebeuf,
English trans. by J. E. Middleton 
(Used by permission of The Frederick Harris Music Co., Limited,  
Mississauga, Ontario, Canada.  All rights reserved.)

Text:

(Gih-chee Man-i-too)
 
 

(yeh-soos ah-hah-tohn-i-ah)
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˙ ˙

ww.˙
Œ

a tempo

a tempo

a tempo

a tempo

˙ ˙

œ Œ œ œ
in ex

..˙̇ Œ

.˙ œ

glo ri

˙ ˙
œ Œ œ œ

..˙̇ Œ

.˙ œ

f

œ Œ œ œ

in ex

œ œ œ œ
cel sis glo ri

˙ ˙

glo ri

˙ ˙

a.

œ Œ œ œœ œ œ œ

˙ ˙˙ ˙

f

f

f

œ œ ˙ ˙
cel sis glo ri

˙ w
a.

.w
a.

.w

œ œ ˙ ˙˙ w

.w .w

rit.

rit. F

rit.

rit.

w
a.

w

w

w

ww

ww

F

F

F

Ó ˙
O

Ó ˙
O

Ó ˙

O

Ó ˙
O

Ó ˙̇

Ó
˙
˙

f

- - - -

- -

- - - -

- -

&

&

V

?

&

?

bb

bb

bb

bb

bb

bb

23

23

23

23

23

23

22

22

22

22

22

22

60

.œ Jœ
œ œ

chil dren of the

˙ ˙
chil dren

.˙ œ
chil dren

.˙ œ
chil dren

60

.œ
jœ œ œ˙ ˙

.˙ œ

.˙ œ

œ œ œ œ
for est free, O

w
of

w
of

˙ œ œ
of

œ œ œ œw
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Inspired by captivating narrative, speculative fiction and making better humans through art, the music of Timothy C. Takach 
is a mainstay in the concert world. Applauded for his melodic lines, thoughtful text choices and rich, intriguing harmonies, 
Takach has received commissions and performances from GRAMMY Award-winning ensembles Roomful of Teeth and the St. 
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in Residence for the Texas Boys Choir, The Singers – Minnesota Choral Artists, and True Concord Voices and Orchestra.

Takach’s a cappella choral symphony Helios is “larger than life, as if the piece were accompanied by an orchestra” and is 
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