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Performance Notes

Because of the tight harmonies, little to no vibrato is
desirable.

Take a breath only when indicated by a rest.

If a crescendo appears without a starting/ending dy-
namic it is based on the treatment of the text.

Program Notes

A Grass-Green Pillow

If there were a “standard” subject for poetry cen-
tered on the season of spring it would probably be the
subject of love and, more specifically, new love. Luck-
ily, the genius of Keals takes on this traditional theme
with the amazing, poetic language and seamless rhyme
he is known for. I gravitated towards this particular
text because of the symmetry between the first and
second halves of the poem. In the first two stanzas it
sounds like the stereotypical, overzealous young man
trying to woo a maiden who might be above him in
social standing and may or may not return his senti-
ments. [However, once you reach the midway point
(and especially in the last stanza), it suddenly becomes
much more tender and romantic—as if he suddenly
figures out the difference between lust and love.

I’d like to think he chooses the latter.

Text

‘Where be ye going, you Devon maid'?
Where be ye going, you Devon maid?
And what have ye there i’ the basket?
Ye tight little fairy, just fresh from the dairy,
Will ye give me some cream if T ask it?

I'love your meads, and I love your flowers,
And I'love your junkets mainly,

But "hind the door I love kissing more,
O look not so disdainly.

I'love your hills, and I love your dales,
And I love your flocks a-bleating

But O, on the heather to lie together,
With both our hearts a-beating!

I'll put your basket all safe in a nook,

And your shawl I hang up on this willow,
And we will sigh in the daisy’s eye

And kiss on a grass-green pillow.

John Keats (England, 1795-1821)

FYI

If youre not a rigorous student of the classics it
can be difficult to read through the poetry and under-
stand everything Keals is talking aboult. Listed here
are some of the more obscure things he mentions in
the course ol his wriling which, once you know what
they are, can really make each text come to life.

‘hind: short for behind and should rhyme with mind,
find, bind, ete.

junket: a sweel, cuslard-like food curdled with rennet
(a preparation or extract of the rennet membrane of a
calf’s stomach used to curdle milk and make cheese,
junket, etc.)

mead: short for meadow and should rhyme with lead,
deed, need, etc.

A special note: I am especially indebted 1o Matthew Cullo-
ton and Vicki Peters for supporting the creation of such a
large work. They and their respective choirs gave all six
pleces amazing premieres in three different “volumes” (red/
green, purple/yellow and blue/orange).



GP - S001.5

Commissioned by The Singers-Minnesota Choral Artists
Matthew Culloton, Conductor

For perusal pArrass-Green Pillowopy.

from Color Madrigals

Sfor Jocelyn Hagen and Tim Takach
SATB Chorus, a cappella

John Keats

wn

Playfully ()¢ ea: 138)
sub. mf

Joshua Shank

= t 7 3 e F 7 3 - = o F 7 3 |
ANab ) = < i — E— I ——= I
oJ < e —
Where, Where, Where,
‘ﬂ) sub.mf
% = —— = 3 ——
e ! - —— -
Where, Where, Where, Where,
sub. mf
fp I ﬂl I ) ]
% = . — & - I
Py I I d ]
Where, Where, Where,
A ‘ﬂ) — sub. mf
t 7] i i — - = i i = |
\'“u A4— . J  ——] — ,I " m— I
‘here, W h(‘[‘(‘ \\% horo, _

N &t

rusal purposes on

ly. Donotc

ony.

7

L
o o Tl J/
o #UTIH TF -
b /]
X
—~

Please report performances of this piece to
Joshua Shank at joshua@joshuashank.com

e A

Publishing

© 2013 Graphite Publishing. All Rights Reserved.
For permission to copy visit graphitepublishing.com.



GP - S001.5

A Grass-Green Pillow

Joshua Shank

Where,

Where,

A

P’ A IVl

—

Dev-on _

o~~~ | ¥

P —
T rre

g
 —

ye go

maid?

you___

ing,

o

ol X
o
£

[ 1R 111

=

N

]

LY

=3

N
oo

S

maid?

Dev-on _

you

mng,

ye go

Where be

Where,

P

o ST

the

n

there

ye

what __ have _

And

O
©

L
o 1L
o LT

—)

he

n

there

ye

have __

what __

And




wn

w2

0}

Joshua Shank A Grass-Green Pillow GP - S001.5

A U — —
il REToy———
| B el | | W « H I | | | | | |
PO AU U o AT I C O
Where, Where,

oo 4 - - " P m—
— 4 — e
Where, Where, Where, Where,

) u 4 — —

4 ST ) [y ) I I 4 I I ) ]
Y 4 ko] I y 2 - | & a y 2 I I y 2 - I - y 3 I y 2 |
H— o € I s = — € i pa— ¥ s I
S o o o

Where, ‘Where, Where, Where, Where,

) u 4

4 ST e 'y [y ) | /1 'y I 'y ! ]
Y 4 ko] [V} I I I - | -~ T | S 3 (%] I I I I | - I I I |
H— ———! 4 [ S— " —— I 1

Where, Where, __ Where,
> Bring out T'l for next 4 measures
() ut |  — | | | > —
o  #LTTe I I I I (Y ] I J /! I I I ]
(i ey = = —— ===
98) - I. — [
bas - ket? Ye tight_ lit - e
# = (9] J /1 I = —
SErEE—e s = y . 18 888 .
— ~ 1 | x| I T I I I I ]
-~ I I I I I T— I I
bas - ket? Ye tight— Lt - e
16
— P —
z = = —f ) = o = :
I I PN I I I I 1 I PN |
— — 1 — — I — ]
perusal pur Do not copy-
|
ul
PN I i PN I I PN I i | & I I - | & I i PN I 1
o4 5 o . i - -
Where, Where, Where, Where, Where, Where,
4 — —
LT I I i I I i I 1 ]
% [od - d 4 I I y 2 - I é 4 I 4 | = d y 2 |
PN I dl PN I PN dl PN I PN I
Where, Where, Where, Where, Where,
u 4
o LT I T T 1 I T I ]
1 - = I 7] I I I - | (7] Il I | | = |
' ——— — i g1 I
Where, Where,
> o — > > > > >
vy I I Jr— I I I I ]
o oF e e s
ANIV4 I I I I I I I I ]
QB) — [ [  — [ — — [
fair -y, just fresh_— from the  dair-y,— Will ye give__me_ some
Bring out B1 for next 2 measures
> > > = :
| | — m ]
i ——— —
| I I I I ]
I T— I I
fair -y, just fresh__ from the dair-y,_  Will ye give__me__ some

3



GP - S001.5

A Grass-Green Pillow

Joshua Shank

LILA A "4

| W |
\>4

=
Where,

i

[ HH Y Y
SASASA A AR~ A N

EEaTataso==aTatilfs

A

h |
N

352

Where,

Z

P’ A Il

1T

=

v

Where,

1
O,

'I iv
—
Where,

Where,

g
!

p” A _IVar ]

O,

Where,

Where,

Where,

Where,

sub. f

o AT

=
<

—5
Where, __

=
=4

1
~—

\E
<
=
L Y
L NS
it
(5]
un
v =

<f

T
love

i?

ask

[
if

cream

your

=

:

~~
—— -
] ] ]

B

your

love

it?

ask

if

cream

£

i copy-

-pUrpoeseseh

~1 s Frk)

g

=l s Frk)

0,

o ST

o ST

A -

1

1"

@)
q m \.
©
AWIII m N
xst — X
x|
_ L]

o Qe W
) T = H
Q 4 N

[<B] x|
W
el O (1 BN
- =
9]
=
Q Z 0 Q
x| Wu
4
\. \.
| 10 x|
o) |~ |
=
1 = e
<
“
E
I m i w o
e}
iy
E~ E =Y
Ex
B oy
y oo
o N o aN
e =

your

love

And 1

- ers,

flow

your

love

I

and

meads,



Joshua Shank A Grass-Green Pillow GP - S001.5

|
Where,
’Inf like the beginning

e

— ~
Where, Where,
mf like the beginning
A
]
Where,
]
|
|
]
>
g
& e
.8) jun - kets main - ly, But 'hind the door 1 love
—
4 e —y iE —£ =7> >
5 - ] i += T n P S—
b RS == | =t
- I I I I T T— T— T
jun - kets main - ly, But 'hind the door 1 love
32
h ) H P P P
. hl I I > I - ]
S ANIV4 I | — I I I | — I |  I— ]
o) [ = [ y | [ =
or perusal purposes ‘only. Bo not-copy: -
n |
9 ﬁu. o I — I Jr— | I/
S fon—1—+——= £ —r1% — = —=%  —— — = o 4 I
b AN | i 1 > 1 > i o 1 1 ]
o) — . — ~ [
Where, Where, Where, Where, Where,
) & 1. — —
o  HLTe 1 I I i I I I ]
A {r—1—"—] 3 ® $ I 3 I $ —— & ot — & 3 —
— | ' ’ = i =\
Where, Where, Where, Where, Where, Where, Where, Where,
A s H mf like the beginning
)’ A ﬁu.ﬂn r I 'y I I I T 1 I/
A fon—1—"— — = —® 73 —F——++1©o A e m— — I
‘ ANIV 4 > i > I | i 7= - I > i > |
oJ ~— R [ e - —
Where, Where, Where, Where,
>
H s, > o | > > > >
ST I I I ) I J— | I ]
T |Hey——p—p ¢ fae oo ] —m  ———— — = I
— - I I I I I I I I OF ]
QB) e = [ [ [  — D ———
kis - sing_— more,— O look not so disdain - ly.
L > > > > > > | | sub. mf into the /)(ul'/cgroun,rl
O — — 1 I ]
# g [ [~} 4 |
B i I I I Ivl I I I I I I I\—/| d. d & g I
N — — T 1 1 1 1 =]
kis - sing_  more, O look not so disdain - ly O

5



Joshua Shank

A Grass-Green Pillow

GP - S001.5

’mf warmly

/ | F Fe | aWa) IaWaValWwi | “
I
sub.
H st > s >
i a— — | - | - | - 2
\/3’ I I I &
Where,
Ih ﬁuﬂé t N mf Z‘}lw bia(?kgmu?d t — —T !_  — } t — ) )
y 4% % o = I 5 i é I I I = z i # I I \-/] ~
¥ — O look not so dis-dain ly, O look  not so dis-dain-
- L | | | H — H | | I | | | H S— H — | | )
i o P @ P bt - - - i j i j j j P - - - - - &
= o P E—— = o = o
look not so dis-dain ly, — O look  not so dis-dain ly, — O
40
/9 ﬁu#u 9 | T—t T T | T—1 T " ]
15 2, i ' ! e z — ' I I
\Q_)\/ ~ | = A I i =
loxe our hills, and I D ) dales, And 1
or, perusal purposes only. Do i ot copy.
\Q)\I ~ d i I e I =| i I e ]
I love your hills, and I love your dales
9 ﬁmﬂln [y !_! ! ! T—t t t .’! —T !_! ! ! T } } ’! ]
é‘l: % g g v: =v= 5 ’ i # I I I ! = 5 ’ i I I =
- I O look mnot so dis-dain - ly._ O look fmoty | so) dissdain-
- L | | | H — H . | | I | | | S— H /\I | ]
I —a— e sk e e a3 oo ¢
= o — 9o 4 o = E——
look not so dis-dain - ly,_ O look not so dis-dain ly, — O



Joshua Shank A Grass-Green Pillow GP - S001.5

44
L —_—
FiEEgilﬂrll(‘ﬂ allls I\I N NN [ A |
S v — — | 1 . = ~ i
[3) I — I
love your flocks a - bleat - ing
—_—
9 ﬁmﬁlu T n — t - T n T ]
=== = : S=SES== |
S — \——/
And T love your flocks a - bleat .- - ing
_
Ih ﬁu#u !_! ! —t t f —-‘I — !_! T4 f f =
=—=== == = e
-y — O look not so dis-dain - ly,_ O look  not so dis-dain-
. M s A o B L AR o N o R —
L S e = T e e e s e =
= ° F—a—4 o ——0o—J
look not so /dis-dain - ly,__ O look not so dis-dain - ly,_ O
48
bt A

)
)
L)

ch
— | |
=i
O e
—
== [
@
s
=
=
e
=
||
R
L g
8- 1
||
P
Il
St
@ | |
~<:
|
g

|
B

N
TN

wn
| j
g
oA
EE.
=
)
ol
)
il

-

b

B

(

3
%___
[\INE

N

_ But 0, on the heath - er 1o lie to

f more legato than before

fH ot — A | . , | | |

P’ AR IVhar”) I I I I I 1 —— 1 I I —~
rlv y 4\ H -] ‘ﬂ I I I I I I I I

~ \_/a I *
ly, — O look ™ mot = so " dis-dain, - ly,_ 0 look not so dis-dain-
f more legato than before
| | ™ —l Pl | | | — — .- ==

B =c= = '

look not so dis-dain - ly,__ O look not so dis-dain - ly,_ O



wn

Joshua Shank

A Grass-Green Pillow

1
Ses

20

GP - S001.5

— —3
;)V ! ! I 1 T - I I | A&
geth - er With  both our hearts beat ing!
—_—_—
9 ﬁmﬂm t t |ﬁ | — T T - 0 )
y AW _H. o 1 1 r f | = ] 1 1 il il 1 il =D 1 e)
FD——go—go—¢ o - = - ! - oy )
geth - er With  both our hearts beat ing!
T ——
) u 4 . ; 'ﬁ — —~ = | | |
Tt —— I I I g g : 1 | = 2 g I 1 1 1 1 1 (D) )
P — — = . —3s—%
.8) N [ [ [ L [
ly, — With  both our hearts a-beal ing! With  both our hearts a-beal-
—_— ﬁ
-——— /\
m | ! ! ] — o~ 1 I ] - ! ) )
E== e |8 8 ¢ Tr ez -3
— > > > & 1 = 1 I I I = bt — - = | A&
look  not so /dis-dain ly, With  both our hearts a-beat ing!

D>

JeLusaI purgose/shdﬁw”@

)propna/(’ on(J syus o //1( end

gently, with a

L

P A L I I I I | 1 ]
y A\ 1 H I - | I ﬂ I | I | I ]
[ fan Y bl ‘) I 4 I [IY ) (] () I ‘:D I ]
\Q)\I o~ I d | A& I d ]
— r put your bas - ket all
A ~ ~ mfgffn tly, with appropriate word stresses to the end
>4 ﬁunu' D> - % n ) ) n — " ]
Y AW W e - | 3 y 2 I | A I I I I | I ]
H— 2 o H4—* == He— ! — o I
D) S S 2 2 3 .
— ' put your bas - ket all
~ < mf’ gently; with appropriate word stresses 1o the end
- — E== — | = |
:;ﬁh i % PN dl 'y - 7z ! P |
- ing! r put your bas - ket all
m ently; with appropriate word stresses to the end
~ ~ of  genily; with appropriate word stresses to IIP en
it go = 5 - o (2 4 £ —]
7 U =  6) I 4 1 [IY ) I ]
hal oy — 7 I I | A& I I ]
= T T
— I put your bas - ket all



Joshua Shank A Grass-Green Pillow GP - S001.5
60
Fo 1sal nurnases o rnot conv.
S ! T T A J II | | i = I H_i &: i
Y -
safe in a  nook, And your shawl 1 hang up on this wil - low
9 ﬂu#n i i i I i I i I f f ]
A fon—H— i —— I —7 i — = |
o 2 $ S 3—‘_‘_'—1 s 1 s 2 $ =
safe in _a nook-_— And your shawl I hang up || fon this wil - low,
R e ——— : e .
T [Hy———Z—a—= 9 7" e ——— — z o—=5 I
\%)\/ I . =| I I I I ]
safe in " a nook, And your shawl | hang up on this wil - low,
" J J I J I | I I ]
JeE===—c==—=====i=——=—
safe in /a nook, And  your shawl I hang up on this wil - low,
65
= 4t | mf .
s Ee———= Sree=——————— |
- il \QJ)/ ~ d I ’_|+’ 50. d d I & | P2 S ) ]
v
Fof perusal furpose only. D6 fiot Eopy. ™
ﬁl}?ﬂ ) ) I y ) ) [y ) py. I ]
WisisS==== —H= == | |
. % # 3 Z 3 8
_ And  we will sigh in the dai sy's eye
9 ﬂu#n ! mf T t T t T n < t T ]
o175 73 —— — — i I  — > m— g‘ i I
T ANIV4 ~ d I I d) ]
? —————— v
- And  we will sigh in the dai sy's eyel [
) mf .
~ T U < & o & T T R= R= ©
— — \/
— And  we will sigh in  the dai sy's e




Joshua Shank A Grass-Green Pillow GP - S001.5

ForaperysaImﬁlffrépfrse%4 onLDo not £opy.

— ) 4

P’ A ﬂuﬂ" I I I I I N |
b y 4N 1 | | | | | | | | N |
| fan ) el | | 1 1 1 | | | I | | N |
ANAV4 ‘:D | II :l :l | | | 1 d‘ | © N |
o) - i» —_—
- And  kiss on a  grass - green pil - low.
mf’
A ud A mp bring oul - - - - - - - - - _ _ __ _, — A~ ~ ~
o #LTTe 1 I I I I I N |
/X Z\ Ta y 2 1 | 1 I | 1 1 - 1 N |
| fan ) hal PN 1 | 1 1 1 | | 1 1 N |
ANV — :l 1 d J 1 | | 1 1 N |
J Z - © o° 8
— And = kiss on a . grass green (m)
m
nout, P, . — A ~ ~
o  #LUTTe I I 1 1 1 I I I I N |
T foy——"—1 pa —— ,f ’f { e { = — 1|
I o | © ] | | © o N |
_ And kiss on a grass green (m)
mf
W /:.\ mp | A —_— A ~ ~
B et —— T = I I — o I - I H
SENES ——1I=z e o ! o H
= = ' — =
_ And kiss on a grass - green (m)

Burnsville, March 2007

For perusal purposes only. Do not copy.

10



For perusal purposes only. Do not copy.

notable. elevated.

For perusal purposes only. Do not copy.

notable. elevated.




For perusal purposes only. Do not copy.

notable. elevated.

For perusal purposes only. Do not copy.

notable. elevated.




For perusal purposes only. Do not copy.

notable. elevated.

For perusal purposes only. Do not copy.

notable. elevated.




Joshua Shank

Joshua Shank (b. 1980) has been commissioned by organizations such as the Lorelei Ensemble, the Choral Project, the
S itn rﬂ] rn iaij anﬁnt iation ﬂ ig in ﬁ tTaI nns 004-2014, he served as
a eriﬂ ir:rp :S:IESJM y;$i0 Ln Th imr w rm[viied annually to expand
and invigorate the repertoire for professional-caliber ensembles through innovative programming as well as new works written
specifically for the ensemble. In 2002, he became the youngest recipient ever of the Raymond W. Brock Composition Award
from the American Choral Directors Association. A native of Minnesota, his music was recently featured in a documentary

about the extensive choral tradition in the upper Midwest, Never Stop Singing, and his published works have sold over 150,000
copies worldwide.
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