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Text: 

We are the stars, who sing
from a distant place.

Yes, you are alone in your orbit,
as we are.
Yes, your light burns fiercely,
as fiercely as ours.

The thin wind of loneliness
may howl around you,
suck the breath from your fire.

But look before you
and behind you.
Look above you 
and below you.
See how many other hearts are burning,
burning as brightly as yours.

We are the stars.
We sing with our light
in our vast, brilliant constellations:
alone,
	 together.

	 - Joyce Sidman

“Blessing from the Stars” from WHAT THE HEART 
KNOWS: Chants, Charms, and Blessings by Joyce 
Sidman. Text © 2013 by Joyce Sidman. Used by 
permission of Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing 
Company. All rights reserved.
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Paul John RudoiWilliam Shakespeare

Commissioned by Robert Drafall for the State College
High School Choral Program,on the occasion of his retirement.
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SATB a cappella choir

Text: 
 
How sweet the moonlight sleeps upon this bank!
Here will we sit and let the sounds of music
Creep in our ears: soft stillness and the night
Become the touches of sweet harmony.
 
 - William Shakespeare
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her opera The Song Poet, written with Hmong writer Kao Kalia Yang, premiered with Minnesota Opera, and sold out their run 
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