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BUTTERFLY LULLABY

My wild indigo dusky wing

my mottled, broad-wing skipper,
a sleepy, dreamy dusty wing,
flying through my night.

My northern, southern, cloudy wing,
my spring azure, my crescent pearl,

a silver-spotted, sweet question mark,
sleeping in my sky.

A tiger swallowtail, harvester,
moving through my hours,

an eyed brown in the redwing dark,
wrapped softly in my words.

Annie Finch. “Butterfly Lullaby” by Annie Finch, published in Spells: New and Selected Poems
(Wesleyan University Press, 2013). Used with permission.
PROGRAM NOTE
Poet Annie Finch’s text for Butterfly Lullaby includes the beautifully evocative names of real
butterflies — “wild indigo duskywing,” “southern cloudywing”—in a haunting lullaby for one,

butterfly or child, who will inevitably fly away.

Butterfly Lullaby was a winner of the Gregg Smith Choral Composition Contest and was premiered
by Syracuse University’s Concert Choir, conducted by Elisa Dekaney.
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Poet, writer, and performer ANNIE FINCH i§
the author of Spells: New and Selected

Poems and five other books of poetryas well
as books and essays on poetry, meter,
feminism, and witcheraft. Dr. Figch eéarned
her Ph.D from Stanford University and“has
performed and lecturglhat universities
including Berkeley, Harvard, and Oxford and
spiritual venues and eonferences including
Emerging Wamen andDeepak Chopra's
homespace. Heppoetry has appeared onstage
at Carnegie Hall'and in Poetry, The Paris
Review, The Nesn) orkyl imes, and The Penguin
Book of Twendietli-Gentury American Poetry.
Informationand Annie’s Spellsletter may be
foundat anniefinch.com.

DALE TRUMBORE is a Los Angeles-based
composer and writer whose music has been
called "devastatingly beautiful" (The
Washington Post) and praised for its "soaring
melodies and beguiling harmonies deployed
with finesse" (The New York Times).
Trumbore's compositions have been performed
by the Chicago Symphony's MusicNOW
ensemble, Conspirare and the Mir6 Quartet,
soprano Liv Redpath, Los Angeles Master
Chorale, and Pasadena Symphony. She has
written extensively about working through
creative blocks and establishing a career in
music in essays and in her first book, Staying
Composed. Learn more about Trumbore’s music
and writing at daletrumbore.com.





