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Text  
Ő$u-mvѴ-ঞom�-m7��m|;um-ঞom-Ѵ��_om;ঞ1��Ѵr_-0;|ő

Jauh di mata, dekat di hati
>GѳDƓK�GL�PDWD�GƕNDG�GL�KDWL@�
 
Lain padang, lain belalang
>ODLQ�SDGDƑ�ODLQ�EƕODODƑ@
       
Ikut resmi padi, semakin tunduk semakin berisi
>LNXW�UƕVPL�SDGL�VƕPDNLQ�WXQGƓN�VHPDNLQ�EƕULVL@

Note: the following consonants are non-plosives – p, k, t 

Audio pronunciation guide is available upon purchase of this piece.
Rehearsal tracks for this piece can be purchased separately.
 
Duration: ca. 3’ 40”

uol�|_;��olrov;u
“Jauh/Dekat (Far/Near)” is based on the following Malay proverbs 
about travels, journeys, and humility:
 
“Jauh di mata, dekat di hati” - far from sight, (but) near at heart.
´/DLQ�SDGDQJ��ODLQ�EHODODQJµ���GLIIHUHQW�ÀHOG��GLIIHUHQW�JUDVVKRSSHU�
Observe different customs in different lands.
“Ikut resmi padi, semakin tunduk semakin berisi” - follow the way 
RI�SDGL��ULFH�SODQW���LW�ERZV�ORZHU�WKH�PRUH�LW�LV�ÀOOHG��7KH�PRUH�
knowledgeable and experienced one is, the more humble one should be.
 
Set in a contemporary a cappella style, the bouncy rhythm suggests 
the excitement in walking forth to explore the unknown, and multiple 
changes in tonality is akin to one’s varied journeys. Another nod to 
Malay literature is the lyrical and ornamented solo in the second half 
of this piece which is inspired by syair (or sha’ir), a traditional form of 
Malay poetry that is usually recited / sung.
 
- Tracy Wong, 2023

Dr. Tracy Wong hails 
from Malaysia and is a 
choral conductor, music 
educator, composer, 
vocalist, and pianist. She 
advocates for repertoire-
based music education and 
her choral works support 
the development of vocal 
technique, musicianship 
VNLOOV��DQG�DUWLVWU\��7UDF\·V�
music shows the merge of 
different lived experiences, 
languages and musical 
elements that continue to 
LQÁXHQFH�KHU�FRPSRVLWLRQ�
writing. 
 

Currently residing in Ontario, Canada, Dr. Wong is the Assistant 
Professor of Choral Studies at Western University, where she conducts 
Chorale and Les Choristes ensembles and teaches choral conducting. 
7UDF\�KROGV�D�'RFWRU�LQ�0XVLFDO�$UWV��&KRUDO�&RQGXFWLQJ��GHJUHH�IURP�
WKH�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�7RURQWR�XQGHU�WKH�WXWHODJH�RI�'U��+LODU\�$SIHOVWDGW��
She is a two-time recipient of the Elmer Iseler National Graduate 
Fellowship in Choral Conducting and was the 2019 Canadian 
Composer Feature for the Canadian Kodály Journal, Alla Breve. 
 
7UDF\�FROODERUDWHV�UHJXODUO\�ZLWK�FKRUDO�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�RQ�FRQGXFWLQJ�
events, commissioned choral projects, and residencies, and her pieces 
DUH�IHDWXUHG�DW�QXPHURXV�UHDGLQJ�VHVVLRQV��7UDF\·V�FKRUDO�ZRUNV�DUH�
available on her website, Cypress Choral Music (Canada), Graphite 
Publishing (US), Oxford University Press (UK) and Young Choral 
Academy (Malaysia) and have been performed by choirs at international 
competitions and festivals.  
 
For more information, please visit www.tracywongmusic.com
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Text based on Malay proverbs

Commissioned by Vancouver Youth Choir; Carrie Tennant - Artistic Director
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