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Carol of the Night

PROGRAM NOTE:

Carol of the Night treats an image common to all religious traditions: the kindling of light in the darkness.
The Spirit unfolds the mystery, but it is for humanity to “blow on the embers of the heart.” In the

music, searching harmonies set a melancholy tone, but a four-note, ascending “light”-motive soon spreads
throughout the texture, as if from candle to candle.

Carol of the Night was composed during the holiday season in 2016. It was a winner of the Welcome
Christmas Carol Contest the following year, and was premiered by the Ensemble Singers of VocalEssence

VOCALE®

conducted by Philip Brunelle in 2017.
—David Evan Thomas

TEXT:

In this holy darkness,

this quiet hour,

the beating heart is heard,

a gentle drumbeat of longing.

This night,

something so primal shakes the earth—
the Spirit comes to us

and rests among us.

Unfold for us, O Spirit,

the mystery and power of Love,
cradled in human form,

not as king but peasant child.

Blow on the embers of the heart,

that Love may be born in us anew

this night,

and we might see the beauty of holiness
in humble places,

and bow down

with grateful heart.

Now, the nightbeckons;
for here we find theLight,
abeacon on this uncertain road.
Here isthe Light.

—Jean Greenwood

David Evan Thomas has been honored with

two McKnight Foundation Artist Fellowships, an
Award from the American Academy of Arts and
Letters, and commissions from the Minnesota
Orchestra and.Saint Paul.Chamber Orchestra. Born
in Rochester, New York in1958, Thomas studied

at Northwestern'University, Eastman School

of Music, and with Dominick Argento at the
University of Minnésota. His music is published by
ECS, MorningStar, Augsburg Fortress and several
other publishers. Thomas was the first composer-
in-residence for The Schubert Club from 1997-
2005 and in 2016 he received the “An die Musik
Award” from that organization for outstanding
service. In 2018 Thomas was initiated into Sigma
Alpha Iota Fraternity as a National Arts Associate.
Thomas lives in Minneapolis.

More: www.davidevanthomas.com.

Minneapolis poet Jean Greenwood is a
Presbyterian minister and a recipient of a Bush
Leadership Grant. She graduated Phi Beta Kappa
from the University of Minnesota with a BS in
English Education, and received a Master of
Divinity from United Theological Seminary.

@ Music Press

Founded in 2010, VocalEssence Music Press is a resource for musicians to discover new music,
new composers, new cultures and new ideas. Sheet music is sold online by instant download.*
Listen to compositions and view perusal scores at www.vemusicpress.org.

TOGETHER WE SING

\\\/ VOCALESSENCE

Founded in 1969, VocalEssence is an essential leading arts organization using the power of choral
music as a catalyst for community building. VocalEssence engages, inspires, and entertains through
choral performances and education for all ages and cultures. Learn more about VocalEssence at

www.vocalessence.org.

*Please purchase one (1) item for each score that you intend to distribute. This is applicable whether you order as a
PDF download or a printed score. In either case, the price of the item represents one (1) copy of the item.
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