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In the early stages of writing this piece I concluded that the 51mpler I ke g‘y mﬁc ie closer it would be to
the intention of Lebanese poet Khalil Gibran’s amazin ?‘5 éit ardshlp of raising a child. In the
writing I attempted to represent this by tak nd “growing” it one note at a time until it
became the entire line of text; slow, re mﬁlgament that eventually yields what is hopefully something

beautiful. Not a bad meta%‘ fofp hood [ think.

Note from the composer

Yourt m&r}not your children) was co-commissioned by the American Choral Directors Association of
Minnesota and the Minnesota Music Educators Association for Dr. Angela Broeker and the 2010 Minnesota
All-State Mixed Choir. It was originally scored for two four-hands pianos but I adapted it so the piece can be
performed with only one piano. The tenor-bass version was commissioned in 2013 by the Boston Gay Men’s
Chorus (Reuben M. Reynolds III, conductor)-

B&F Music

The Text Joshua Shank

On Children
By Khalil Gibran (1883-1931)

Your children are not your children.

They are the sons and daughters of Life's longing for itself.

They come through you but not from you,

And though they are with you yet they belong not to yo‘{ d S Y
You may give them your love but not your thojikktss

For they have their own thoughts. y

You may house th ﬁm QQ r souls,
For th kﬂ, Wg‘l ouse of tomorrow,
which ﬁi not visit, not even in your dreams.
You may strive to be like them,

but seek not to make them like you.
For life goes not backward nor tarries with yesterday.

(Adapted by the composer) B &F Mu S ic

Joshua Shank
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Co-commissioned for the Minnesota All-State Mixed Choir as a special project in the year 2010 by the 1)
American Choral Directors Association of Minnesota and the Minnesota Music Educators Associatﬁn
TTBB version commissioned by the Boston Gay Men's Chorus (Reuben M. Reynold 1T, c. uéto

YO lm\(éhﬂﬁ

ruct

remn

wfaré'n not your children)

Text by Music by
Khalil Gibran . Joshua Shank
B&F Music

J= _‘1 ‘ —11 l’ Always moving forward
Softy (+=ca.76) | Joshua Shank 9 (J=ca135)

n -3 ~ 10

Q)\I ks 3 ks 3 ks 3 ks 3 ks 3 ks 3 ks 3
Primo 7

3 5 10

Q)\I ks 3 ks 3 ks 3 ks 3 ks 3 L] | o _-"‘ ks 3
uct 11 D
1 e destt

3 3 : 0 10
ey o e - i3
Q)\I ks 3 ks 3 ‘\— - \Irl] ks 3 ks 3 ks 3 ks 3

Secondo . 3 e, a

115 ‘\L % 3 ) A~ 0 | .

M

— — = M -
”’\“h [ ] - “’f él r_l,—\l | ! él r_l | | dl r_l | | ! dl IF_'I | | !
2 S § = ——— o e S o e S i—c—d—J’—_oﬁ—d—,—
o) ~— ~— e ~ e —99

)

L]

o0 ®
2, 4».1 %.-0
p” A lU I/ | | — — — | | — — — 1 T4 Al ‘2 — | | — — —
Y 4\ 7Y [ ] - “’fé | I*I Ij Ij é | I*I | I— 1 P L R - 1 | — d | Ij Ij 1
ks 3

~\J | ) o
. 4 el T d |
PR . AR e S

Copyright © 2019 B&F Music






h B

A

8W e e e e e e e

5

¥

mp
L

IM‘\‘
[0 NPT U WA © ¥
7 - W
N

O
O

O
O
O

O

O

M /1
| %

b4
b4

! ! i i i i
" Alll " " [
A A A1
1 lo~ IR 1 1 \\// .
nw.ll ﬂ 1 . 1 I 1 L[]
1R . . T ¢ ' X °
a - HA i Cll] e ML el
ol Vo ()] AR B e B er s
" e ol : _ <
il | | iy AT
/ 1 . I ||| L] I 1
M T f | " AW
" i | LR
i 'l " Lo "
1 ] 1 | [\IER | [ TR T A [«
| " = " | it
1 W [« 1 1 t 1 1 n.mb
" " J B i " §
1 1 IIIG 1 1 1u
- L N L | | e
TR0 i Q24 WL 2
o= | ol BN I oy Nt ' pobd ﬂ
. =l _ Q) 7 =N O e
u ﬂ_l_ ' I\ \Q, P — Sutg &.nL\O Suru
=, | B ' = —
M WOME T SN bl (ee g 2
(1] A”‘M% " oy o~ R m i o (IR S
| B jn R = A A
-~ | ke Lo || = e
2l im Bl N
s | | SN
B vl_ﬂm.-- ) heny HL%W\/J ‘ | uu i ARG
] " o "\ o o
o6, |q]lo " | I | "
R O A
! A.PI VT Iﬁﬂ“n ) ! ! St
. ARV of | i
| | L m 2 | |
“ ) " ) " \ “ " QO " [ 1HEN ||A_vula
Vil b leH- o ¢ . X
gD _A T H 1 | 108 1 1
|| I I Lol I I
Il | | 1 Llll I -1|L 1 1 —
‘m., A ! ! al A ! A\
Hetie  [d|le'% | | i | - I
\ i Rt I i Sl T -
.u, |m,hy Imhy Im,hv I..u,hy en Imhy Im,hv 1 Lwhy
X AN SN NG N . SN N N
N—— s — N— S — N— s —




D S s s B —H
B&F Music
T 1—JoshuaShanl-———
g —e ————r —r ¢ ¢ -
g }L_r R S B S B SR ]
""" m loco y
a= : - = j_,_._ﬁf' C "—;;;EF_-E;“:E
[3) > > “ e . -~ > >
uCt‘n%.}
“n . P .o\€ deStIY 2. o o o o o
e e e 21t
o > > > > T T i
covYl -~
ERH (’(\e‘éa\ 4
-------------------------- R i P
e . -, EBRFEMusic:| i i
LT DT Joght ORELET
G== S S = S~ === —
g e—= > > > > > == 9
— % eb“("iu — —
L f\\ Se\{ d P una corda | |
S = e - ——
ar = * ¥ FF ¥ I



h B

= U | W .
) Bd

V4 W N

1

72

IJIJ!

b))

T ————

IJIJ!

IJIJ!

Y

e

IJIJ!

41 coPy w

| 4

B&F Music

Joshua Shank

A

T

I
=1 1 1 IIL !

N o o o°
Ny & —@

Szt

s A 1

v

o | IV
b
P

72

I S © Bl |

o 1
ANA I - A

I
N

80

==

AcavyY
ar

WSS

|

ye g

b))

——

z.

A 0]

USILC

M

B&F

7

TP )
P AN Y )
O

OO 2|

b A

80

L]
14
| Y 2

((“‘-

BN

&~
&=

1 VA
I/
s 3

&

86

)" AN . ]

I
1
o

)" AN . ]

ve vs
|
° D
- N
c
<}
i DA
& P
° 4\\
i
\I‘ n |q||1'
,m v‘,
jve
N TP
)
e J| .
Hets
||~
p!
-
RN
v
. Rpnd
ol LAy
i
b
i
(\I\
I
[y w i
il e
" e U
'. ) 1
) A h
kY ) 1Y T
ve Nog




(3+3+2) 97

H 1 R
g U Q q 7 10J ¥9
y 4N — ] - 0 = - ; -
| e WL (@] J % 10
ANV (@] x x P, -
1N g - Y
A 3 «1C | — [
g U Q q R L A 10 1 1 1 [ i
y AT ] - — — - ; ! !
[ an W ~N I/ o D i i .
ANV [® ] > 3
) - ~ & —
%
> 3 - 10J -
%
=x

/

;—Q_
9004
1
N
NN
1
D]
1

B&F Music

. Joshua Shani&

H |
y ai—— - — - 3 - %
| e WA/ J J %

V4 ks 3 x
D)

H 1 [ S N S — [ — [ I n-l’ ™

(
&
it
.
a‘}ﬂi
|

" + o)
S = et = 3 = 4
0] i \‘l\‘l P33 X X
A\ &\ cOoV)
| ‘A‘,“\h‘.“q ‘)\ e o o o o o o o o o o o o q o o o -
bt oo e e e o o e e e o o e e e
[ I [ I [ I [ I [ I [ I e - [
103
9 ||U J /1 - - % - -
GRS = %
........................ ~JashuvaShank || .|
H | I S — —  — — ey [ —

ﬂ 1 1 11 e . I I I 11 e» 1 1 . T 2 1 T T T ﬂ 1 1|
e e ot et e g T e e e
; e ? 4 : :
- X 4 x -
7 4 - — =~ - = - = 4 e 0 — o
)}/
o ®
103 Z‘_,. 0 S
- =
ﬁ y /1 q Py <4 % Wl
X - - - ) - —=Y -
17y /1 J A % =) /0N P>
x = x Pl | ;l‘ A =2

{ deste

>
o
L
)
)

Wit
N
=\
Hes ©
il
MO
e
|
e
NN




109AI 3
G = eSS SsSgss SSrSISSSStssssss =
= R =
N =~ — I~ e ) ii"5""";";"; """
—g———— —_ e e o o o e e e
R s ENEE S
Y\N\\
109 R ‘\ D:%a\ COP
lL,‘_ ) WL ‘-i' "i—
D e e ' ' ——
B&F Music
ws, ceeeeeeeeeeeeeJoshua-Shank o
e et etol ggeeopoe T lolar P atol ggoppoppe
o g S e S T o e B e e e e o B B e B S B S = I s ——
A o~ | - | I I I I I e
EESE SSSs EESE SSSs S 5.33&. =sS=
ctl
- e destt
ﬁ' L"‘DI = = IV l‘\T‘ “:‘,‘-» 5‘1 — = =
N VY
” ° .&\e a\ COP o - - - - - - -
— o __o > _o o
St ey =
27 - """ T TS T T m T m s s - - m— = - ! 3 '- --------------------------------
7&%?:’???? — — M{:I]%SIC' ) e S
:)U i_i u u u : 1 | _“t u — > 3 > 3 x | 1 1 | I I
_____________________________ JoshuaShank | | | — —
fH | S p— p— .{-"_ = - = 5 _ - .r.' ——
b))
121 = ..A-",}'..
ﬁ"v‘bb = = z = 1:“‘ =: i“‘} = =

B A\ Se\{

AN

AN

i




=¥ e e e e
T i

RGESE S S SSSsSSssssses % % % =
| r—,_ir—__~o """"" ‘ rn,~
e e e === = = e S+
D) 4 4 R \'. < —
IRYS mnos
132 /‘)‘\‘c Aes} [y ) % I N
= = T ———t %
] ]
DEE Sk ol 3 = 3 = lt}lererorrrer
JE 7/ T - e R TR R
| fan ) 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
\')\} I_‘.I 1 | - 1 . 1 1 1
o b lloshua$hank 1L
| " — Py " — | q:p " Y " e
ot e e et e
Dj o:\jﬁ":ba_ ‘%./ﬁ:’ﬂ‘_'d 4:' - = 4%./ - = 4{/ ~ “s'./”" ~

10



Ve
v
v
vl




”

{11 A . v |
[ 0
i mﬂﬁ Al
LS ] i V
IS i
[r- H--mml
N~ 10 TINN-
ii :ﬂ liigy IiNA

1 A v
1 .LX\V [ 1A HH“.

G ﬂu... )
H u ol an
[l v
[ |
™ m
IH1] R ]
1111 ik
1T it
0 w H“..‘, -
M m .ruw HM.

" 7 dhlR
i -l 00\, [
i i

m L) C v
(e oy —

" L) a |u.
T m [ 1A %l...

I He )
[ ﬁ“& . 9]
¢
M m ol mm.
G

. u
mf F let vibrate

— P—

| - | -

T g d g 1 o

B&F Music

S | ______.

>

1

ceeeeeeeeaceaeeaeeeeap o Joshua Shank

o)

165

_ﬁ i
il i, 1)
] m ...ll.\, HH.I..
T m | TR 11 v

1 / N
i1 Jii
i m ol \QH..
N = »
oo 9
I mﬂ.b il
1 | 1
111 1, i
iy ,
il il

| i
T 1 o Te

| S|
T Vel ik R -
i o .

e ]
_M mhl..- T _R— .m h
e DN
et <lee kb W

l o o |1 g

. v
mf E let vibrate

1

ey v -
111 G 11, .
" ! p \
m 1 m | TR 3 T \
w ] w | I A.\ﬂu. : '
it Y v
i .1
1 il _
m m [ 1N L\Wﬁ- )
AV |1V I
Nl it
I A T
=1 "ﬂﬁ Al _
=T X ol e
M 11T R
" ﬁ mﬂﬁ ol
e dy =
% TN m ol HH.... S W}
U 1 sl WG
L i
iy il e
B 11 S A
O |\ i
AT i
Ao i 1|1 "
1 ]
e A e |

12

s TS




e e e e m oo,

Supu 2upy Suny Sary
H AL A TT™ .
Lma) il | fi |
N . T #
ﬁ--.AU ﬁ- Iy s 2“41.% e s
TN pani T p
= 1
& I >
TT™ FL [ 1R T t
9 2,
= M A | |
1 1‘
m o T U] ¢ s
i Gl el Bl . N
gL a5l 2
| LR u h
LR e =
o 4 o a oy o
i =
" ofoth
| “,\,, L h 1 ﬂ“nu
| W ﬁ ' & o B
L ! L - R
™ | ol » -
| e g ' e e A e
LB I i3
IR Sl :
! M C / C
ﬁll 1 TT™ e a
| ! ~ D o
| 1) @ ! ! m
1 O b=
H C b 1 Sl
" ¥ -]
| | W =
i AL YA T ANV m| 1
=N e =S N i N N =N @)
N — S — N — S —
e

=
5=
~N—
=
D o~
>
2 & .
3 s [ !
2 O
< 2 5
% < ¢
- %
W
(IR
i i
.m}
| E
(LTRSS
Susu ﬂq NS
. Y
e i
“AllIE D
q"] 1 .ﬁU 1
u u _.I._ et
|12 £
ug.m st oo QW ety
‘
- ITE =
Vol lll17 Z
-
B ~ | | ' A
o
(D
NI
aesy oSy oSy £
[
sib)
)
=)
=
o o o [P+~
N
. m,
Susu Suny Suny Susu ‘,ﬂ
|hv|hv hvlnv hvlnv EL.N ~
| 4| 4| gl
SN NG s NG®
N— s — —— s —

13



199 A little more motion ( J=ca. 90 )

h B

A 4 (“L ‘L‘Ti :E>.' .Z\r

%

b))

" A etSy oS
, Ul
) _ 1]~ m
i =] -
s
e =| vl 1
| |
N M I
II;
= | = | I
° ] 1 ﬂl
W & S N N Sy Sup
B -] .
HMMW“; ] ﬂmmwu»
o el
&) J
¢ 1 1 -
< ©
o) c c st %nz
Q] A w,
L
i =
_ alt ’ ¢ ¢ Tt
TH .ﬂl
Alrll ‘II;
M||L M|ll
w@u < Gre M,L C ﬁ, mnpm hpm pnmwu ﬁ,
N—_ S — N——_ S —

%
ks §
I/

%
s 3
I/

bring out

¥ o o 9 o

4...3"'

dlil\

o o @ o o

o |

josiTua ot

A
) V-2
[ @]
(® ]

with pedal

e

) V-]
[«])
(® ]

¥ o @ o o

1

A 209 Head% &Fs Mnﬂf é=ict 104)

1 1y %
s 3

1T /]
LA 3

b A

| e WA/ J
V4
D)

I/

ks 3
17 /1
X

!
7Y
v

)" A )
[ .o W) ]
\J

105

L WY S W W

n
L
"
cLe
1‘
)
al ¢
i
1‘
1 1
SuaY Supy
lnylhv LVL
qun |U|u
ELN BN
S N

TS e

1

14



212

o 1 g+
>

A"

—_—

@

i

=
_l../

1R

‘ v
) W

P, |

[ ) i I

B&F Mus

1C

D
1 p
= 1]
B o _
M
0 B ml‘_
\\L
e el
..f M||L
SN 4 LN
EiN EiN LN |hv}
R~ _NT - | NT
m ELN -} BN
e NG uhlwu N
N— T ——

o
Il |
oL ol
_ 4
i . .... .r.ﬂu— !
va_”/ '_...
AL " Iy -—
. . .n% [ 108
=R | s I
] 5 H
di ﬁ o
g
I -
v O ! !
-+_ ) 3
. -
—Z ¥ ] »
— » N
b L) e
L
o B i
m el +__. 4
"z n o
Saf M
Wi 0.
N o
ﬁ ' "o
n l_._ . ﬂ%
1] ) -
| lI » | “,.
HoT i
» :T
e M =11
1 L) m‘
2 3 9@5 mmmwwu ﬁ,

A
) V-2

%

!
7Y
v

f)
g D
Y 4

7Y
P

[ fanY Id
V4
D)

A
) V-2
[ @]

A
) V-2

>
»
I

o o
o ®
— @

i
R B

F il e

~T
T—

Vi

1
S—

~\J \N.‘\\ Se

| Wl A A |

>

—

220

I >
7Y r I
H 1
1

1

0]

J

I
7Y
v

=
o S 8 ~T % )

s DS

15



b))

h B

Ao

i

e
ST

LR
LR

LR
LR

N N O N

r

S - - o oo ______.

WUSIC oo

;;

= Tt

)

L

LR

LR
LR

LR
LR

\
u

\ s

B&F Music

Joshua

Pz V."
Y]

g

O
>

\\egd P

>

1

P >y
) Y B

W)

Ao

|
B -

-y
1

15 ek Joshua Shanl

NN N N N N N N N N

sub}ﬂ’(gva___________________________________________

(o]
AeD

R
v
(¥ 1
v
7Y
Il
Hh o =
v
I
7Y
I
v
7Y
v

!
7Y
v

it BREM

I
[ o WL ]

|
H)AY Y, ()

y A\ B 171

|
H)AY A o

6N " D h Q |
T

L)

L) J

S“bﬂ

O
o 1 1)

b4
b4
/)
g D
18N 2
oJ
/)
)" A )

224
(7N "D
ANV
224
228

Il
y 4
(7N "D
228
232
232

D PRV )\

0
e S W ) IV |

Fpis WEo

16



r el

« V7

LA

-

1
\ 8

A
| V-1

T
£

Ae» "
O

) V-

(8 X0
O-

y, )
r-~]
[«]
(® ]

1 W ¥

z

[
z-.

EninninniEnnEnnEEE

O

—————
0

s’t;

B&F Music

Joshua Shant--f---omereoeeeoen

~— — o~ ]

>
.

1 Dby
(7S " D,

b4
ANV

loco

MMM

] an WL Y
v

236

= L L LS _ oy

| s .
L p 3

7 D h
g

TN )
O-
>

J
L) J

)

o P el RATTo
" )ﬂ/ Ne 9o
" u. |- 11
1 X Aw\ \ T
A
T o
| [
" &)
) 2 S TR
D | D or e
L I
L 4 o
el P o RTT
T ’ H
N ST
o L ML
TN L e
i il e
I\ eica e
e O =
Fl& | ﬁ” C
[y X .
ol
M ! o
.FQ " 9 Oﬁm
\ L s - -
ﬂ g | —h
_ . | Jpe
ﬂ " L) [y O Wl_lv
b 1
5
% » < "
=ve <o Aeee el
LN AN ld 1d
|th hWD |d N {
ImMV Fld. Ml [
SN MW s AN
S ——N T —

| Af .
LY Y
LY ol
I ° .
s 2 e Cii )
| %
|
1
1
I -

—w ' A® T0l RPA ACHHO )
" # IR I@An Y
" W g i
| ! it
C r..\\. " lM wv
RS A

M Ap )
U = TTORR M--- L
- 1 N
il T il s
T
X ¢! LTy q N
_ o
L= H
] L nﬂl 1 0] ] \‘
Ll q .
.‘..1“_ | 1 W
0t i1 S 111 (!
B ) _IW-I | .
| 5 AL
P | I v
! |
! B 1
| an. L ™ Ml 1
e k! K .
1 ﬂ” I
' ! lchr— _xhF
Ca i T
P4 TS
" *H " [ 18 » q
b | » [y
1 q e
| 1] | et =
! [ 1A 1 ol *
1 i \ "y AL
oo T |
Ei.N e |
H 1TH 1T R LN
Imh Imhv Imhv m
=T NE s M 3
N ——

17



i=J

e o

T
| .F;"
L
X ol e
m .rm»"
iy
X ke —Te
M
\ e
ginng
. Y .”_HL
—E i Eu
1‘l
bt}
e
o
11
alll i
NN \ [~ep
Aneulln A.eullr
L YA (YAN
Wl
LY LY
(\I| (\I|
ol ol
MmJ MmJ
Qan Qan
lnylnv lnyln
-Aid] A4
mn,nmwu N

“ El El L] '
.._-7| | ] ] ol
! | | A.i »
..J m [l _MA. eld
X N (10 »
1 -
L) ! N ﬁ.... 4 »
ol
. m A.K »
N — e —y A '\
- ! S . .
g N . [ Y{ ﬁ »
..3| I &
) Ne?¢ o Ne? o 5 Ne?¢ o Ne? o
.i .. m o
HHgHe TRALTORRL R TR
el el VR R
Clee clee Ve [ e ﬂm teH feH
.ul_m_wv " "
U] A | )
. g _ | nmw
N "
U. . | -0
1
o ||e of . r I A‘fl»
IS e, ool| 1 ed e ollp
FRLY Rand( I _ " .
o m jill
" " 1|“uw
| I W
i | Ve
I
_ _1._”\5( ! [0o]e VJ ol P
! N Sy ! Suru nq.nq.D\, Suru
| | .
! ! .L" O Ftiste
¢ o[kl | | Y
" | TN 1)
ol ! ! .r% )
ay | | { VIR B 1}
| 1 1 TN A
‘ 1 1 1
~H ! ! .FH—" “Fhrsre
1 1 [ 1 1
CD I 1 I CD
1] " | o il
\NL 1 1 .FIQ 1 “
4lr 1 1 1
. " | ol
AQ ¢ Uv 1 1 T 1
| 5 lnv!nv LVLV LVLV e
1P -Fld ] ~Ald] ~Ald] AL
n q__.._, NG XY SN
N—— s — N— s —

qulF - ¢ il
c
R :
<
rd I~ n I~
.‘

*ﬂ ]
WA TERRA AYjaN MA
T;ﬂ.\ N TS m
1 |
] 1
] . X
- |
by ! » m
m — A. n m
— “, "
- T !
|ﬂlm TN W |
- J.
[T, S » !
u\l N |
4l
N N m.wm L) |
1 "
! m_
(i !
[ 1
ot !
Vil
T . | = X
N
. m,
[ 1‘ﬂ 1
LVLV lnvlnv LVLV =

-4 A4 AP\

NG NG 3 ﬁ,

N—— S —

Minneapolis, April 2010

Single piano version: Austin, August 2013
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