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Chapter Five: Music

I. A printed form of musical notation, made up primarily of symbols.
2. When she unfurled the score, a sequence of unfamiliar chords sounded, that incandescent
singing.
3. “Only then did I wish to document the strange hymns I heard that evening. I longed for a record
in all of its officiousness.”
4. Arrangement.

1. A thing composed of various parts.

2. An agreement, settlement, or understanding.

3. An adaptation for performance.
5. In this nineteenth-century stage production, canaries appear alongside instruments in a more
conventional sense: harps, violins, and cellos. Despite the decorative nature of the feathers, the
conductor struggled to contain the unruly birds.
6. Amanuesis. Meaning the physical labor of transcribing music.
7. “I began to understand the role of the unconscious mind in his process of composition. It may be
compared to an iceberg submerged in a large body of water.”
8. The phonograph, with its projection of unusual bird calls, was regarded as an evil device. This
hidden Faustian motif extends well into the novel's denoument, with its intricate diagrams of the
concert hall.
9. At this point in the score, the notes are obscured by fire damage. A residue of ashes where the
music once was.

— Kristina Marie Darling
© 2012, from The Moon and Other Inventions:
Poems afier Joseph Cornell (BlazeVOX books|.

Jsed with the author's permission.
Used with tl thor's |

Performance Notes
When a glissando is marked, slide for the entire marked duration of that note.

Changes between vowel sounds can happen gradually. For example, a change from “00” to “ah”
might subtly start on the beat before “ah™ is marked.

Spoken text—without a note-head—1is marked in an approximate rhythm.
The soloist may deviate slightly from the notated rhythm.

Notes marked with X note-heads should be spoken in exact rhythm.
“Aa” 1s pronounced as in “apple.” “Ah” is pronounced as in “almond.”

When a sound is italicized, it is pitchless. For instance, /oo is a breathy sound
rather than the sound an owl makes.
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