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MOTHER

I wish that I could talk with her again.
That’s what I thought of when I thought of home,
Always supposing I had a home to come to.

If she were here, we’d warm the Chinese pot
To brew a jasmine-scented elixir,

And I would tell her how my life has been—
All the parts that don’t make sense to me,
And she would let me talk until the parts
Fitted together.

That will never be.

She couldn’t wait for me to come to her—
Ten years away. I couldn’t wish for her
To wait, all blind and helpless as she was.
So now I have come home to emptiness:
No silly welcome-rhyme, no happy tears,
No eager questioning. No way to get
An answer to my questions. Silence fills
The rooms that once were vibrant with her song,
And all the things I wanted to talk out
With her are locked forever in my heart.

I wander through the rooms where she is not.
Alone I sit on the hassock by her chair,
And there, at last, I seem to hear her voice:
“You're a big girl now. You can work things out.”

Bea Exner Liu (1907-1997)

duration: c. 3:45

Composer’smote

Bea Exner Liu was born and raised in Northfield, Minnesota, and graduated from Carleton
College. She moved to China in 1935 to teach English, since teaching positions were scarce in
the United States during the Depression. While there;she married a Chinese classmate from
Carleton, and witnessed the Japanese invasion of China during the years 1935 to 1945. The
eventuality of a Communist takeover finally brought Liu and her family back to Minnesota.
She later published an award-winning children's book as well as her memoir, Remembering
China, 1935-1945.

Mother is the second of five songs comprising Longing for Home, a cycle written to celebrate
Source Song Festival’s fifth season. The texts all reference homecoming in various ways — the
enduring wish to return to a place remembered with love and longing, as well as the
uncertainty, the impossibility of doing so. The music of Mother mirrors the unsettled sadness
of a daughter’s long-delayed visit home, now bereft of its center of gravity. Memories of
beloved rituals, of a sympathetic ear, are brought to life once more by the nearness of familiar
objects, and finally, the almost tangible sound of her mother’s voice: “You're a big girl now.
You can work it out.”



Celebrating the Fifth Anniversary of Source Song Festival, Mark Bilyeu and Clara Osowski, artistic directors.

LONGING FOR HOME

Bea Exner Liu (1907-1997)

I1. Mother

Carol Barnett
J=c 84; espressivo
LA
o) | A | N
#A 6 - -  —— - ® m— N
mezzo-soprano ey &y | -
) - |
4
I wish that 1 could talk with her a-
J. =c. 84; espressivo
0
o i 1 1 1 [
y i . [ D [ e B
(e i i - -
D ! i \ - P LL Cam—
Q) ‘ \# ‘ ‘ \# ‘
mf —— | mp
tg:  sbe |Hsr 8 ig:  sbe 51  Bbe o
O o @ o o HHg- 4
) o L o - An Ze
1 ”i
6
o) : Call ‘ ‘
i : o = b e 1 1 K
mezzo ) ‘f’) S — P ——— " T P~ —
o \ 4 \ - e
gain. That's “‘what ["thought of when [ thought of
6
9 i \ [
(e y—r— D — o S ) = i \
A\\S} he ® be iy \ 0 ! !
J [ v e r : iﬁt‘;{ o @ Do
0 L S D — P — p
s g e Ge g 5 : T ——
7 \ o ¥— o — Py — 1 b .
| | — | | A P

Poem © 1988 Bea Exner Liu. Used with permission.
Music © 2018 Carol Barnett. All rights reserved.



II. Mother

11

mezzo

(oY oY Sy N
. NO©
" | "
A
TTe N
ARHV‘V m Pl A
LY Jauu
RE om0
e e
e £ i YN
=
\\J -
N E i ol
v -
e 2
e & TTTee ul
-y
2z Vis
L 2
ﬁ g
11 = Te b ||
== - a v
i T
e ~{
L)
! AT
] B '
e 2 T
e Y N
N —N s —

(d=4d.)

c. 84

J=

16

21

mezzo

CV LHHE
\U'g % LV\
~ & Q
o | e (1
| o A
. - 11
EOIR
-
N [__c N S
ﬁ\d m =
N m..
=
S (&%
T 2 19
. = .
T s [ )
_ = _a
la
e
o
ﬁ Z
e 5 ry .
4] _a
Pran &
N
[T 2
- |
L|lel £ ry [y
PN N
ir.N
A = J
| o
° _a I &
(YN
_a
q
N
~ - QAL [
_nl
(I BY I
N
i <9/
_a
<+ || W Il
0 _e&
3]
1l
S - N @
N N N
N —N T —

mezzo

“I 92
<
L)
~t \\‘
| L)
hA e
'y
¥ P&
WG
Y q
N
I\ M
Q| (Y
= =
uRv
A
ol
R L)
)
=
I
o = s TN
IR =3 P
()
e b5
el § [ Y
. N 7]
aw N
£
uﬂ £
ol TTwe i
N o
e
< LN
_lea ‘
. o
e L]
'y
=
o EOED
oS 9 ||
N
g N N
N
(l/\(



II. Mother

t )
(5}
B <
Zﬁ = Q
SHE{ L]
e
o =
S il el
e v va
[ 1D M
(Y8
Al 5 e ©
o
[ Tm .S H
ol = o W
M/
N
ol N "
g 1 A
el & o [ YAN
e 2 [y
el £ e N
X[
g ﬁd
E Ik,
BEL ) o ummr\
o 'Y
ik Y]
~N
e B e
s v vd =
e z e
w |-
)
e — o ||
XD N
N N
(I/\(
o
N
N
O
g

I FH
i~ oo
= el | TN
ﬁ} g e
e =B el
el
I .m
E olel
Xy i
T 2 ele e
e E il
[YE s
= =
i~y Onl TTTe
7Y e Ty e S
— e
N’ q/ N’
M/
“Te e, e
jm v v
»
e
e e umm}
Y .
g
s
| | [ | m L] . i
NEre NE /
-~ o~
N—N T —

mezzo

mezzo

iat Y A i
MI
[y
o aLLPru oe |
\
S v s e
5 R
S S
S (fell 5 olnl W
M N W ~ £ f.b
= Ty
) R
Ll g |
il s
v 4 kHH.
N £ elel ||
L YRS
|l
fmJ m -+ W .Eﬁ\
A S v ﬁu
o [ 1]
o Mﬁﬁu TN
& . 3 iad
BL) |
. 5 |
e [ L
Y N F
N—N T —



(d=4d.)

II. Mother

4
12

oy dest kad
i
(Y
B “ll
N
()
)i
(Y
N
HJ.
o wwr}
S
[_',l_\ L ERN
TN
\ )
S |
v / e\
kHH’ ﬂ \ \HH‘
e —\ [
: %/
N e F \ o
o T
e oelll
; [ 1
[ 11 ﬂ» ’
i 3, ( w aell
oo NG %
N —N S —
N
)
g

= J)

e

mezzo

oy des ey
~y B ~
TTTO 1] u/_ mm
Y dl
~ ~t
el £ N AP
e
;HHM“. I W
Pram! =]
I\ I I
I =
e 2
E: v o
~t
s i\. ISV
Ex2
N
[ 1HEE
| T
1T Pl I
-
| ] [ 1B\NG
\/|
| B
|8 “ ||
=3
o e e
L ol
a IS n
N—N S —

mezzo

I
] 1
|| .Iu. |
8
ol
— —&
Mz | — “ D
ol
—a
- @ AN
(1 Y
“A 7 ﬁ A o
v - e X IaNg
. <
M 2 o
1 N -
2] Ih |
S NEL 1P _
>
| =
9 & Onl Onl
o (Y
< ol o
L] N
o . T
\\HW <= o
\L e RinL ) H
\Y
g 0
N =] L]
H an. I n
\\ﬂ m N -
] 5 i
ﬁ = el H
[ | | 2 L
G
= L
B E nEm [ I n
Q
| | e 7
oy @ ’
o Sul
b 3 b f
(/\(




II. Mother

p=
Senl 8 A=
m ~| ‘
L = =
Opl ~y e |
e v =
pan | *ﬂ ~‘
LY
4 |
| Z 9
-
o 2 ‘T L1
LN - ==
s v v ==
Ay s On o
%] |
YR “ o e
e .|_. =
o
I B 3 o
=
= g
1 < ﬁm
S el e
=
. el
£ Ny
SER
—_— Pl
rur = [ (Y
Ll
L | Lmﬂ
. .n./ L
Ol 8 [ YEEN
_N = xxf
e ht\ﬁ_
ESy
— e
s o~ L]
I |-
S L)
- =.nn.//
L)
fr = =
Z
4 o [l
S
Q Q
o NG
el )
N— N —
o
N
N
&

63

P
&

[ fan)
NV

to emp - ti-ness:

come home

have

now

63

mezzo

A.P
%) | ek
-
|
e o
~l -
~
] |
oLl _
.
[ NN FEYY
Q] _
.
s .
|
Q
|
]
==
Qo |
)
b e
MI
2D N

g
S
ﬁHV =
fmJ On - \|
‘A..HH‘I v
L) L
U L] ol
\
il il
T o /)
a v i v
1M S
v =y
) ARH.‘ ]
. 4] L -
T % o &)
gL v v +~
1%
k) LnuDa. ~y ~
WRM. 2
e v v
Dl | JENR | YRR
&
Q TR .
“ il S
.
e
< |
T mJ ~t i~y
=
x g
1 &
v =) W w\ﬂ“vﬂ \ -
] '
L
—-J. 5 Y -
Tt o | |
2z [ »
o e NI
N
a 7 n —TF -
V A v = re
NG .S% -
N— N
o
N
B
g



II. Mother

\HU? 1
W N
L)LY
W ~
I \\N
H \!
\_ e
g \H\!
V\‘ @ ™ o™
g
HHVQ =
A
v | |8 " ~
o
La
_ NOP
g
i<}
@ Vs
(
I 2 o o
(]
NGy 2
om
L g " i~
b g
vw_ 23 [ Y
. W
o [T g
E z
i 2 2 ~
TN | ] (Ul
ob
b | m e i~
=
‘. g
. g " i~
q ele
S € &)
(/\(

mezzo

78

—

And

with her song,

vi - brant

that once were

the rooms

fills

lence

Si

(1N

[ =

—t—

—

78

rax

mezzo

83

| 2 | |
| —— | |

o
=

|
1

.

J—
I
;

!
W
| 4

L/

[ fan
ANV

4

for -

are locked

her

with

out

talk

I want - ed to

things

the

all

83

&

3

mezzo

;



II. Mother

87

mezzo

o Y Su Y Su
~t N
N
ﬁnﬂ T
At
! I =N
o
D o~ T
NP uﬁv R v
TR il (YN
ol o
.| & W
TR 2 i~y NP
s o ol
TTe . oh | oh ||
V A,H
| b | eelell
\
i il
\\av (Y | |
| 75
o 1
L/ B "
o NEr A
o
N—N T ——

93

mezzo

ik BEE ) N
“He hw
e B
[ VIR ™
ik Y
=
on
BEL ) m ENL )
=
e & T
mLE TR e
e = ~t N, ]
~t I
@ G
~d N ~t
I N
mRHrAv \ Ny
AN el
1
H e // A
BEJ RER.L
" W,
(W) ~
o o
Hel el
I
o o
LY el
Y Su Y oy Y o
NG NG N
=
N—N s —

99

H |

7

o S ——

v S
=y S
<
| S T S w1
| . S
i :
ez e 2w
v i
L 7 IR
-
Q
2
an, i Alsl
1t ()
2
Bl g 7 L YEEA
s T ol
ol — il (TYHRE
Q
ol g \}a/ W A
G| < \
SN e o/l
L]
~{ [ 1]
M/
L
o
) i
g ONE
=)
(/\(

mezzo



II. Mother

dim.

104

)
m . e
T —
B
(Y Cae
(Y8
i |
TN
‘Al 8 BLLY N
o™ ™
. TN
o =2 EELL 1) ol
s
g M
Q
Q| = I (YRR
A [
. Iy
8N = (T YIN
~ b N
T TR
) s
) TN
N—N T —
@]
N
N
Q
=

109

e
te

~t

big girl now. You can work things

"You're a

voice:

her

hear

| |
N TW NI
| |
caul RO
~t ~d
~ ~y
(1 \i
\
[‘ ﬁ
I Aa
PR Y W}
3
e [ 1EEE
T779
) ol
S ZCH e

mezzo

rit.

114

|
I
L )
| Bryc
|
[ 18I
1 N
|
M\ NI ~t
=
en)
o
S aanry)
i oY
= ~t TTIN
~
3\ T
~t Y] N On
. S
7 S
(17® || ] -~
= v
Y S OM“&. AN
.Ulmw
MI
_Huﬂ Ml W
]
i~
\\mu m ~
e
NEOo O AN
N —N T —

mezzo




	Longing for Home_II_cover
	Longing 2-textnotescore.pdf

