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Text:

N Hagalaz, ¢ Sowilo... (Runes: wrath of nature, sun...)
Dark grows the sun,

and in summer soon

Come mighty storms:

would you know yet more?

Brothers will fight one another

and kill one another

the world will be a hard place to live in.

skeggold, skalmold, (an age of the axe, an age of the sword,)
vindold, vargold, (an age of storms, an age of wolves,)
Before the world sinks in the sea,

there will be no man left who is true to another.

The old tree sighs
when the giant shakes it—
Yggdrasil still stands,
but it trembles.
Skelfr Yogdrasils
askr standandi.

The sun turns black,

the earth sinks into the sea,
the bright stars

fall out of the sky.

Flames scorch

the leaves of Yggdrasil,
agreat bonfire

reaches to the highest clouds.

Here is a house, here is a neighborhood.
Here is a street, a door, a window, a room.
Here is a drought, here a beetled pine.
Here is a wildfire leaping from limb to roof.

From the composer:

There is a law of lightning, law of wood.
There is a need to burn, to lose, to grow.
There is the charred scar, there the flying ash.
To dwell is not to shelter, we should know.

Here are the people packing their cars to flee.

Here are the photos in frames, the pets on leashes.
Here are the children bewildered, coughing smoke.
Here are the firemen climbing the hills in the heat.

B Berkana, M Dagac... (Runes: growth, day...)
I see the earth

rise a second time

from out of the sea,

green once more.

Waterfalls flow,

and eagles fly overhead,

hunting for fish

among the mountain peaks.

We are the street, we are the neighborhood.

We are the garden living and dying to bloom.

We are the parched yards, we are the trembling deer.
We are the long walk looking to find our home.

I see the earth rise a second time.
Rise.

- Poetic Edda: Viluspa (41, 46, 55, 57), ranstated by Dr.
Jackson Crawford, sung in English and Old Norse. Used with
permission. “The Fires,” by David Mason. Used with permission.

Ragnarok is a story in Norse mythology that is supposed to bring about the end and rebirth of the world. During the battle between Gods and
Giants the world tree, Yggdrasil, remains standing, and from it we see new life emerge. There are parrallels between the natural disasters in

Ragnarok and the 2012 fires in Colorado, and so this ancient text is woven into a contemporary poem about the Waldo Canyon fire that covered

29 square miles near Colorado Springs.

This mixture of ancient and contemporary poetry ties the work together, so we hear both English and Old Norse together in the singing of certain
runes from the Elder Futhark (the oldest form of the runic alphabets). These runes foreshadow the drama to come, and musically they provide a

textural backdrop against the narrative of the Volupsa text (this is the poem that includes the story of Ragnarok).

The music that accompanies “The Fires™ has a resigned tone to it, but it also features a repetitive rising motion that not only represents rising

smoke but also a hopeful determined outlook toward the future. At the end of the piece, this motive comes back in a major key, and indeed we

hear hope as the earth returns to normal and nature resumes her course.

- Timothy C. 1akach, 2017
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Reviewed as “gorgeous” (Washington Post) and “stunning” (Lawrence Journal-World), the music of Timothy C.
Takach has risen fast in the concert world. Applauded for his melodic lines and rich, intriguing harmonies, Takach
has received commissions from the St. Paul Chamber Orchestra, St. Olaf Band, Cantus, Pavia Winds, Lorelei
Ensemble, VocalEssence, the DeBartolo Performing Arts Center, The Rose Ensemble, and numerous other
organizations. His compositions have been performed on A Prairie Home Companion, The Boston Pops holiday
tour, multiple All-State and festival programs and at venues such as the Library of Congress, Kennedy Center and
Royal Opera House Muscat. He is a co-creator of the theatrical production of All is Calm: the Christmas Truce of

1914, by Peter Rothstein.

his wife and two sons.

Takach studied music composition at St. Olaf College, Northfield, MN, and has frequent national work as a
composer-in-residence, presenter, clinician and lecturer. He is a full-time composer and lives in Minneapolis with

Selected vocal works by Timothy C. Takach:

A Depth We Cannot Sound

A Worshipper and a Man

And 1 Saw

As the Sunflower Turns on Her God

The Darkling Thrush

Fragile

Listen to the Apples

Neither Angels, Nor Demons, Nor Powers
Nubes Oriebatur: the eruption of Vesuvius
One Boy Told Me

Su Rahva Koda (The House of Your Kindred)
This Alien Landscape

This Amazing Life

We Are Lost, We Are Lucky

And 1 Saw

Bahihii Waaliidkay Dhaqay

Cassiopeia

Home on the Range (arr. American Folk Song)
Queen of the Range

Serenade

She Moved Through the Fair (arr. Irish Ballad)
The Streets of Laredo (arr. American Folk Song)
There is No Rose

Torn Map

Twenty Questions

All Natures, Even Mine
Empty

Goodbye, Then

I Will Howl

Kin

Luceat Eis

Mad

Original Harmony
Rough Beast

Salve Regina

Things I Didn’t Know I Loved

The Longest Nights (ca. 21°)
True North (ca. 16°)

We Made a Grave For Him, And Her Smoke Rose Up Forever (ca. 10°)

Where Beauty Comes From (ca. 16°)

SATB, vibraphone, marimba, large tom

SATB a cappella

SATB div. a cappella

SSAATBB div, Sop. solo, SSATB soli, a cappella
SATB, SAT soli, a cappella

SATB, hand drum

SATB div. a cappella

SSATBB a cappella

SSATBB a cappella

SATB, piano

SSAATTBB a cappella

SATB, crotales, suspended cymbal, bass drum
SA(T)B, piano

SATB, piano

(earthsongs)

(Graphite Publishing)

SSAA div. a cappella
2-part, piano

SSA a cappella
2-part treble, piano
SA, piano

SSAA a cappella
SSAA a cappella
Unison, TTB, piano
SSAA, SS soli, a cappella
SA, piano

2-part treble, piano

(Graphite Publishing)
(Graphite Publishing)
(Graphite Publishing)

(Graphite Publishing)
(Lorelei Ensemble)
(Graphite Publishing)

TTTBB a cappella

TB (opt. div), piano, opt. djembe

TBB choir, Bb clarinet, piano

TBB choir, piano or cello

TB, piano

TTTBB a cappella

TB, piano

Colla Voce) TTBB a cappella
Jeremy D. Jones Male Choral Series) TTBB, percussion
Graphite Publishing) TBB semi-chorus, TTBB a cappella
Graphite Publishing) TTBB a cappella

Py

SATB, piano or string quartet
SATB, chamber orchestra

TTBB a cappella

TBB, 2-part, SSAA, SATB; piano
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