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Near Odessa was written for Bella Voce, a women's choir based in Reno,
Nevada, and conducted by Jennifer Tibben. The poem is from a recent volume
by Minneapolis writer Patricia Kirkpatrick, written during a time when she was
making frequent car trips through the western Minnesota landscape to the tiny
town of Odessa. The images of golden fields, clattering harvest machinery, the
far-off cry of geese, the hum of tires on the highway and the waves on the river,
all are fodder for sound pictures.
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NEAR ODESSA

Near the end of summer.

Wheatfield with lark. With swift,

longspur, and sparrow. I see the birds

opening tails and wings

above grasses

and hidden nests.

Soybeans with bells, yellowing, green

tassels of corn, geese

again and again.

I see the birds

but wind takes all the sound.

Small towns are reduced to chains or storefronts,
boarded-up.

Almost to the river called a lake, grey stones of water,
dammed, white-capped, hinge

between states.

Some fields are so gold they seem to be singing.
The gold fields lie down, flat but not empty,
and will be harvested later with blades.

Near Odessa

I come to a place where the end is beginning.
Where the light is absolute, it rises.

-Patricia Kirkpatrick (Odessa)

"Near Odessa" from Odessa by Patricia Kirkpatrick (Minneapolis: Milkweed Editions, 2012).
Copyright © 2012 by Patricia Kirkpatrick. Used by permission of Milkweed Editions. Milkweed.org



For Bella Voce; Jennifer Tibben, Artistic Director; Reno, Nevada

Near Odessa

Patricia Kirkpatrick Carol Barnett
J =c. 100; flowing f
m -
9 % - I - I ] | N+
soprano 1654 | =
\
o Near the end of
9 % I I mf\ = N
Soprano 2 C’D z = i = i ¢ o H
\
o Near the end of
9 % I I Mf\ = N
y A 3 - [ - & e .
Alto &4 } s H
o) \
J=c. 100; flowing . Near the end of
LH S1m.
o) - | - a - |
;A ] ]
:)V "i‘ ~ Py ~ Py ~— Py
Piano mf 3 3 3 3 3 3
3 3 3
X o o ) o o
o) —f ] \ \
" 4 | SRR . | =
| i T 3 4 3
A
S1 .
sum - mer. . Wheat-field ___ with lark. With swift, long - spur, and spar - row.
| | \ | —
= . ‘ —— ‘ ! I ! ] X ! 1
7| K] p— | p— ] ] DR ) ] N
S2 {ey— I — \ I —— \ i y !
:)V o o o —
sum - mer. . Wheat-field ___ with lark. With./swift, long - spur, and spar - row.
9 | \ | [ — | — | D ) | N [ | ]
A Hes— — o ————R— —— N — N—— N—] !
i< 3
~— ~—— — — ~ _— ~——— ~
sum - mer. . Wheat-field ___ with lark. With swift, & long - spur, and spar - row.
4
) = a - ¢ ¢ g A iz
b4 [)) — =
3 o
\J; i~ P = P i 3 P P
Ll e Rl S [ eI B el Wy
Pno. _31 3 3 1 3 3 3
3 3 3 3
) i i 3 i 3 3 v
7 ] ® ] o) ] P & / .
\ i \ i i 3 \ J
3 3 —3

music © 2013 Carol Barnett

"Near Odessa" from Odessa by Patricia Kirkpatrick (Minneapolis: Milkweed Editions, 2012).
Copyright © 2012 by Patricia Kirkpatrick. Used by permission of Milkweed Editions. Milkweed.org



-
o
e Mlz o e
[ Y
hae)
L \
| £ Y 2 |
A ML E T 5 | A\ERE
B |
o
||| 7 CHE 7 e 7 1 ~ N
T on T on T en A
(=] =] (=]
A g ’N L an v g
AN e [ G N [=% N R
77'\\m\#m
1 1 L 1 "
;U I :
2 ™ © Al o o TN
[P]
o ‘
@)
— o)
S || N
z (T
B
o~
N E L E TN B a || .
O e} el -
Susy A Susy Rusu Rusu
) | [ | ) i
| | | = = =
~ = ~H = ﬁ = _ ‘3
(5] L (] - Q 1
18 3 2
I§ Pd L]
A ] ] Ll
o~
O 3 A~ | NEEE
-
Le}
M 7 ) 7 ) 7 A vt LI
N N ¥ N 2R
o o
N —N T —
— N < I
n 5] =)
[a T}

11

=) | =) Hﬁ =) [
| | | Q Q 9}
S S — S N
_ =t N 2 2 [
L = i = =
il = M s x&. 2 .
< < < o~
11 R I ol
N
.ﬂ—s
| R
. - e s Ll B e
|| 1O ) ) -
1 1 1 o~
SH/V m k\uD m “ m ~t aE L)
T =g | & &h &i RN
(5] (5] ! W 3—H‘H
Nl g ) B E JiLe-
ol - Ty« [ ) o
o
o lil s Lt
)
o = Ol = T z [ \\av
Onl Onl b - 1k
[ ImNE NDHuV H l~t ,IW
-
I 1o ixa
o __
o
[1T179
L)
11 \\\av
7% 7% &5 [N
on on o0 o
g g R
o) E o = z ~ Fﬂ
N N Ny NG D
N —N T —
— N < e
wn wn Dm




dim.

Near Odessa

14

(TR
[
\ID
I
|| e
N
: ﬁ Un . \ A
g g £ [
bS] = < IM
e WL )
N : . . . _en
Q8 T s TR S ~y
.\ L& .\
Y Al
3\
I
I o
2
H e
Onl Aa\\\
o\
Ol 8 TN 3 770 4 ~y @ |
.\ [=} I o [=) .\ [=} —en
e (A~ YO [~ N
il
.«
o
: . . N
e
.ﬂ—s
=] =] =l N
NHE |zl E L B S
[N
o
o
I o
~ y 1 ~t IW
N NG N NOY D
N —N s —
— N < )
wn wn nm

17

T R M Ne 7
_ _ _ NOP e
i N
R ik
~ e
N
m EES
~t ' \ o \M _
e
e
i (
=
N
(R o |
—a
) L)
e
i N
~ ~ ~t QW
™
i N
MI
~ 13
VP‘
7R T, o, L)
AL L] L\ \
il .\
LR
[Hh
I N
R
= e
i N
i |
RN RBL sy N5 »
o .\ |D, N -
o o O O
N — s —
wnn wn Dm




1/

a-
a-
a-

geese___ a- gain,

geese____ a - gain,
geese____ a - gain,

i
/ﬂ

corn,
corn,
corn,

[N T
I\

tas-sels of
tas-sels of
tas-sels of

green
green
green

—

Near Odessa

W

cresc.
cresc.
cresc.

yel-low-ing,
yel-low-ing,
yel-low-ing,

ne

A

]

cresc.

He®
- d

with bells,

with bells,
with bells,

beans

beans
beans

~—

oJ
o
A —3—
ra X
e):

21
21

S1
S2
Pno.

o
L
A
(Y
L
o |
g
[ S ~
g g g H N
< < < S ©
. 3 A . .
QL R J ™ e <
)
. BL )
< L il
s T T T ;
~ | I 7 1 J
3 ]
N a k)
1 Al
o |
Q| [ JHEE TN 1717 <
] i 1 Y
|
L
™ R o S “Ta S “e = | L I
i B
N
L BL)
. . : . - v
. m . m Ll m e m v
NHH| E NYH EN SN g ~ [T71e_
T s e S\ N s (e
li o el i el . el
11 3% W 3m e nna A nm
| N= | U = L =
| < || < < <
on on on Ll on
N e Mo T4 s e = N
. = . =) 1 =) ULl =) '\P
T ol L £ 8 - .
&0 &0 &0 &0 A A
ST NG NG N &N

S1
S2
Al
A2
Pno



Near Odessa

o)
>’

o

)

L/

birds,

the

S€C

birds,

see the

I

—

H

birds,

the

see

the birds,

see

But

o

Y

q

Y

Y

re°

30

Al

A2

Pno.

dim.

33

“ e
~t ~t LlLJ
)
o o
| " e
e ] [ 1nNg e L)
B
Rl |
oo
T ( YR NlLi
|11 , v
)
" e
e )
e
B
Rel ==
olor
e LlLJ
d. S Y
. . 5 . 5 f e
T 2 QL 2 i~
. i v v
Pl vkauu 11 vkauu .qr/ -
. ‘ g
S S = = s
Y i 1 g
& 2 2 S
vl v . .
T T 8 W 8 (\ B! hnv |
N
T ] | (Y M-
N
o - "l
Y »
. . he)
= e = \.m (0 L)
z WA
q m H
_en =
il ia
Q| N Aa | |
N D o NG O
N
N —N S —
I — N )
] < < £



Near Odessa

37

3 3 11 3 11 2 | |
a2 (Wl @ v 2 LY .
m = = E = = pL = = | |
ol £ ol £ LN ILE T g,
M/
| ] ] ] \\WDH.
\uﬂﬂ ;
4
.af
LL
# g
=
p =
L WU
| 1 ] ]
L
LYary
[ i
|l
| | | | unn#S
L )
L)
T NEe DNEe NG . ™
NN— T

Pno.

11 M7 I
]
L1 = = =
~t ~t ~ Lj‘\ O
Pramn | |
O o 3 L) M LY
T Plimi C e ||
i) I .
v Tee
e I L) o el
S gl & |177e £ wE ) i
- ] - ] - Lo = )
o k) o o o L] [l
o UL o= | ULE Iy
g AR g g had
£ | | o pe s} B 0
e T ] ) e~
an L !
z z 8 i) il 1nNg
g L g 1 5 1 5 11 v ‘ fs
& W & & & AN
8Ty
\ \ _ \ ST
mﬂﬂnuy
o [} [} [} T
gl el e BTy 2 i
wv v v v SN
%
K]
e ] S L St kmmr S
q 1S) » O [ 1 ) 1) °| Q]
£ . ‘\
. . . lh‘l" ‘
. 7 7 [y T 7 o
X ©n ©n ©n ©n =
.8 .8 £ v g o | Q]
= < < < i
= = H-H = HH = Rl ‘\
[} | o (] [} .
-y == \ /
° ° ] ° ;RHA- ° H\
3 3 J 3 J 3 H
o 15 TT7 o TTTe < H . |
. . . .
2 2 LR I
L= = (1] .
Ng v e - [
| R e
i
<5 O N N o) N
N —N T —

S1

A2

Pno.



o~ [TTT] ] [1T1 R \
L 1HEE . L - . ] < |L
g g B £ S
S e | S| | e 5| S| d._H”
= i - N
. LL
.—M“D i
il T o2
4 =
Pl IFRN NS N S
I = = Pal Pam: 3
p.mJ H..mwv' s B ™ aﬁmJ < 13 Al < g onn
= v
L~
. . . ‘-
[ YRR | BER. TT1 e
Praun
i)
(YR ol T i q ‘ | -
= i == - - = v ‘7
< H H — &
L - .
[ a1
= il
o L 1HI e ] e ] \ e
S| | I\ T
([ YII e e 1 o
en | Wuﬂ
“M T e ‘ H @ N
= I oN = o
Y o
. . 1& v
g g g b H z
. T TR L) o e
A v v | 1N
| 1T [,
[ |5 » T
- | & B _a
[yl ly iy I
NS nint Yl T £ inn s
i o o~ o TH \\Lliv
NEo Do N N NE &N
N —N T —
% ©n < < £

j .\ B ‘Nw.\ B [ 1 . ] B
B Ul B iy 38 U 3
[ lw he m B lw -y m
AT, T T R ¢
N i i £ o,
|| Ll RN RN \
LIS W] £ e S e 2
\szm e:\\é L zﬁ _\\A- 2 eﬁ \ﬂ L
I | s+ I
2 A 7 Rt
\N g _\J. 2 _\J. 2 iy m
W < WJ. < W e < W e < JHHJ \‘ma
i~y ~t i~ \mdmﬁi/ Hﬁ
N
\ kHH‘\
e
I I I I =
- -
?V
\»uu/ ~t
len
o o i Y-
S Y Ng QS | RN ] (T8, il
e
I
A Ty
.
Il L T ) H
i
b | N T e e ~
A.Dv, A N “ v 1 A.v H
= s vd .\ Hdv. NP
. L . |InV -v/l
- | | - |p W
¢ ) )
N N NP N . N
" 5
» » < < £



of

of
Ay

of

stones
stones
stones
stones

grey
grey
grey
grey

A

Near Odessa

lake,
lake,
lake,

[ a0 WV

NV U

Q) bl
o

56

ol i 11 11
[ YR 1779 (] (]
-
] (] [} [}
=) & & &
R= £ R= jnn R=
ALl = [ = =
o B On
A pdl L] Pramn
=t k=t k=l k=l
[ Q (5] (5]
& & & &
< — < F < 4 <
L Q Q Q Q
Qe Whe WD) 2 e e
o] = S I 2! 9 = ]
z B 2 2
On O o On
o
e T LT )
i) k=) k=) k=)
5] 5] o o C
g g g g P n
g g g g
| o TN =] (1] =] 7% = ]
O O o On P -
Pan Pan Pim e ’ .
HAN .J L) Q b Q|
A ..|’3|.
[ = foy foy
e T 2 7 2 e 8 1 D
he
1 1 1 1 '
o~
< H < H < - < — °
L =z ¥ 2 NI b QL
NI NG N .S n

S1
S2
Al
A2

S1
S2
Al
A2
Pno



Near Odessa

63

A
A

L)
[ )
~t ~t ~t ~t N
D
[ )
~ ~ ~ ~ L]
D
o Ol o On
[ )
Nﬂur T e L)
q
el
el
8 8 % 3 -
. = Ll = BED = L =
QL = 7] ' © 7]
q
o
8 8 8 8
q [ T o BEL [ [ o
I e Yz z .
H ; i ! Ve ) P :
R 2 v o3 2 o« \-
N
q
o~
Nl 117 e, T Q N
Ge
L _HEE q WL ) 1
o
o
|| q Il 1
Je N X &
— g\l — (q\]
n n < <

Sus. Ped.

—3—

67

o (] T (] T (] \'
s} s} | £ || s}
r ° Pdl ° panl ° £ ° \‘
e
. L)
Ll g Ll g Ll g || E T i
™
s,
el
N I
‘HJ
RN
= = il = [ = o :
UOc UOc K uOc L\ Wc L Q
e 2 e 2 e g e 2 e
HhZ Al 2T R Lk e IS
5 ﬁ 5 ﬁ g ﬁ LR ﬁ ™
(1 T e e \\4‘
e
] ] L v . f. i
» Y L| o
b= b= 3 3 I e
nE = e & ann = e 2 L iv
o~ le'
‘QJ
r L)
ez oI g e 2 ol a2 7l .
HRERIRERLEE-ETILE 1 &R
BE )
= )
i)
N
| | | | i | ]
L)
L )
™ )
. (
\E NE NE 2L DN N
o
N —N s —

S1

S2

Al

A2

Pno.




.
A

ah.
ah.
ah.
ah.

[~

o __=-

~————

Near Odessa
sing - ing,
sing - ing,
sing - ing,
sing - ing,

o'be

~—

~—

cresc.
cresc.
cresc.
cresc.

o

sing-ing,
sing-ing,
sing-ing,
sing-ing,

bz

~

35

A

.o

r
L3
sing-ing,
sing-ing,
sing-ing,
H "3~
sing-ing,

H "~ 3o

72

72
ra
o)
ra
o)

10
S1
S2
Al
A2
Pno.

P
-

&

The*
emp - ty,
e &’
emp - ty,

Y 2y IZ)

ba-

be be
but not
P® e
but not

oD@
Do

e
flat

e
flat

down,
Lbg
down,
=N
down,
=N
down,

ba

lie

‘
hae

be

lie
Ths

v

lie
lie

D

beo

dim. poco a poco
be

dim. poco a poco
dim. poco a poco

dim. poco a poco
dim. pocola poco

fields
Thoe
e
fields
fields
fields

N

gold
P
gold
gold

gold

[ o
[ ae

The
be
il
The
The
The

(Y J
[ &

| o/ &

OT%"
)

[ o Y
O

o)

S2
Al
A2

Pno.




11

Near Odessa

86

2=3
—A

Ll
% ol
en
[
i N
.
e
| ! i ! Y
v w v w2
(] Q Q (]
o o el el
. = e 2 Y = HERYR
Q| | = Y = N [ YER w_ \)
I.N e RN e N, dex
| &
(1T 1T T (111 o\ o\
e € el E el £ ote £ hid il
1Rl E S E
. . . 5 ] N
HB 5} 1 5 T g [ 5}
K 2 B B L -
k=] k=] k=] B
B 3 i BT BT B
A & & o n i
[ 172 I 172] - 172] - ©n
[} [} [} (5]
> > —H > —H >
huif IO |1 oy IR oy |14
< | = N <= | <
1 () W (5] 1 (5] T (5]
T VA 12 |2 s
W N Hm N Hm N g ~t ~
4 il Prami kel Plam el Prami k]
25 2 5 12 5 2 5
o™ o o™ ~y ~t
o™ o o o o
] i L |
x e 1 “e AR e
Y
il
7o e i\év <o) |1
\ O NGO NE < B &N
N— s —

S1

S2

Al

A2

Pno.

dim.

91

00.

dim.

00.

dim.

D

[0

00.

dim.

LIS
i
2
i

A

Q|

o

[ 1 | 1NEE

y

ol

e

& bt

3 _

ol

4

.\

By

IM\

N

.\

NG NG
N —N S —
g
a9}



»
” |}
i~ HEL ) ‘\\M
L)
I N N " .
~ ] [ ]
i 12
™ )
L N ~ L
® B ERS N
ol
[
&
e
I N ]
e
en
. .
TR o
L& LN
s BL
]
o .
©) |
— L)
a1
M | | 1
12
. Jen
TR T
L e .\
S e
~t L1
] 2
| w
&
@1\7 banL) 7 o T
LN N
N N NI X 5 N
N —N S —

12

Pno.

98

I I al o
| ] [ YHEE
[ [ | ™ [ Im\Y
e |1l 2
[ o.mlo [ mu ~t ~4
. 2 ooz (][] T &
gl J _
u & N o
- E (MR ol e
[aNg ‘e
2 =
2 2 " . T
N 2 il 2
= B | He
5] 5] L
T8 & AT eSS N L)
< H <
1 e
e | e i '
(Y T
SHA
. o . Q . .
TRE e Al i
MI\‘ M/l
= & e = ||11] e s T
QM [ 1N
i~ i~ NO®
ot vt T év . ol
[*7 [
e 3 N s o
N 1 o 90
Sa[[7%3
Bk o
o N N Ny A
N —N T —
2 » < < £




ah.

mp

ah.

ris - es,
ris - es,

Near Odessa

J =76; thoughtful
—3—

rit.

104

1N
A\

o

ris - es,

it

[
N g &

~

ris - es,

it

I~ -

ab-so-lute, _

is

Where the light

—3—

ab-so-lute, _

is

Where the light

—3—

S1

S2

] 1 g
< o ,
= e
[
<
v
L ]
f A __
5 ~( ~g N
-2 ~ i~ - =
.\
(YN .-|= <
. A&
" .
R
. & ©
5 ~t )
' N
2 . . S ar.
= ™ q I\ = o i<
= m..l/ ||
OTNOe
7 =
g |
=
2 ™™ e
[ N
..w B=
v — -
~ pm [, R
= 5 .
25
)
2 £
o & °
g 3
TINPAL =
Q
W|¢ \ .W
W H-‘ 7|7M N
. See ] N
v ©
[N
~ '
H 3 | R L
E ( ( S|
NG S X s @) &N
N —N T — N —N T —

Pno.

Pno.



Near Odessa

14

(Qh
TEOCTE | ¢E, ¢ &y
]
RS TR'E e R
~{ ~g e
~e ~ g '
On OR ~
JisNe hiis NG ]
(Y
p_ |
| ~
(YN
.
~t [ 18
B
. . . N
eyt VIR
( | ( X
NG NG NE NG A
N —N S —
— (@\] 0.
] ] Dm

* unvoiced



