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Faith is the bird that feels the light

and sings when the dawn is still dark.

Rabindranath Tagore, from Fireflies

Rabindranath Tagore was born in Calcutta in 1861, where he was exposed from an early age to both Indian and

Western culture and thought. A prolific writer of poems, stories and novels, he is best known for Gitanjali, a book

of poems about divine and human love. Tagore was also a musician and songwriter; two of his songs are now the

national anthems of Bangladesh and India. The quote on which this song is based is taken from Fireflies, a

collection of 256 epigrams and short verses from Southeast Asia.

Composer’s Note: When I began composing this song I didn’t know how it would end; in fact, I thought it

would be significantly longer than it is. But after composing the first 10 bars of a small recapitulation, I

stumbled upon a surprising and glorious six note chord, offering not resolution but possibility. I suddenly

thought, “Good heavens, what if I stop right here?!”

I was so astonished I had to get up from the piano and take a brisk walk around the block. Returning to the

piano, I took a deep breath and drew a double bar line after what is one of my favorite endings of all time.

Performance Note: Heck yes, this song may be sung with folk/blues inflections. The solo may be divided

between more than one soloist if desired. This song works at a variety of tempos, but it loses some of its

nuance when it gets too fast.

Cover art: “Dove of Peace” by Christina Franks

Christina Franks created “Dove of Peace” for a Father’s Day card and letter which she gave to her father shortly before

his death. These gifts prompted him to share with her that he had studied drawing as a child. A lack of confidence led

him to abandon his art, which thenceforth found expression only in his strikingly elegant handwriting. Christina’s

drawing and her father’s story are priceless testaments to the hope and faith they shared.

After graduating from Vanderbilt University, Christina worked for seventeen years as a

computer science engineer, software designer, technical writer, and IT business analyst for

Texas Instruments, FedEx, Lucent Technologies, and BMC Software. Her love of math and

geometry naturally drew her to the art form of Zentangle. A voracious reader, she also writes

poetry and creative non-fiction, develops Bible studies, and enjoys time with her beloved Shih Tzu.

To see more of Christina’s art, visit www.flickr.com/photos/47191699@N02/



     Rabindranath Tagore

(q = 92-100) Soulful, gutsy, sweet
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