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for Jan

We wake up again to the sound
of those same birds just

outside our window. I can’t
name them, wouldn’t need to

if I could, but only guess
what they seem to be

saying over and over.
Listen: We are here,

we are here,
we are here.
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Same Birds

David Allan Evans for SATB chorus a cappella Elizabeth Alexander
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* If desired, he AT section may sing the cue-sized notes, reinforcing the SII part.
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Repeat ad lib.
Here is where a some of you get to caw like a crow. (You know you want to.) Or yodel like a loon, or hoot like an owl, or whistle like a robin.
The trick is to think of these birdsongs not as corny, but as profound. Sure, we've been hearing these birds every morning for umpteen years,

but now we’re listening to what they are really saying. (Which is the same thing that we’re saying.) Anyone can detect a noisy bird, but
it takes a special kind of listening to hear the cry of its very existence. If you can hear it that way, the audience will hear it that way.

92 Pp sparse birdcalls from a few individuals, lontano (i.e. as if coming from far away)
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Selected Choral Music by Elizabeth Alexander
April Rain Song (Langston Hughes) SATB .. ... .. e SEA-006-01
Before the Bread (English folk prayer) SSSS ... .. SEA-023-00
Blessed Be the Flower That Triumphs (Michael deVernon Boblett) SATB . ...................... SEA-078-00
Cherish Your Doubt (Alexander) SATB & piano/SSAA & piano................... SEA-063-01 / SEA-063-02
Climb (Edna St. Vincent Millay) SATB & piano . ... i SEA-059-00
Dragon Dance (Elizabeth Alexander) S & piano .............. it SEA-001-00
Die Gedanken Sind Frei (15™ century German protest song, arr.) SATB & piano .................. SEA-087-00
The Earth Called To My Friend (Nancy Wood) SSA & piano............c.itiinnnnennan.n. SEA-057-00
Even a Fist Was Once an Open Palm (Yehuda Amichai) SATB ....... ... ... ... .. ... ....... SEA-026-01
Faith Is the Bird That Feels the Light (Rabindranath Tagore) SSA ........ ... .. ... ... ... .. ..... SEA-068-00
Fighting Over What We Believe (Alexander) SAB youth choir, SATB & piano ................... SEA-099-00
Finally On My Way To Yes (Pesha Gertler) SSATB & piano . ......... ... ... ... SEA-019-00
Folks, I’'m Telling You (Langston Hughes) SSATB & piano . ......... ... . .. .. SEA-027-00
For So the Children Come (Sophia Fahs) SATB & piano .......... ... . . i .. SEA-010-00
Glen Song (Scott Bates) SSATB & pilano ... ... .ottt e e SEA-025-00
Go Out! (John Murray) SATB & piano ... ...ttt e ettt e e SEA-081-00
I Write This Poem Out of Darkness (George Ella Lyon) SSA, flute, violin & piano ................ SEA-024-00
If You Can Walk You Can Dance (Zimbabwean Proverb) SAB & piano/ TTB & piano .. SEA-022-03 / SEA-022-05
Immortal Loxe=FOHT Greemeaf Whittier) SATB . ... ... . . SEA-017-00
Infan f’ ant Lowly (2 ~ carol) SSA ... SEA-020-00
¢ Jpirney (Evelyn Dudley) TTBBN(MTB . ... ... . SEA-075-00 / SEA-075-01
L - e e SEA-090-00
L J SEA-064-00

May This Be a Working Alleluia (Alexande hildren’s choir, SATB & piano (opt. flute & trumpets) . SEA-098-00
ning Bfead (Am @) SATB .. W SEA-060-00
&é}f@f @bﬁ’liyp Do @D & orchedh .. SEA-007-00
A Paletté To Paint Us As We Are (Gerald Rich} BA & piano/SATB & piano ......... SEA-014-00 / SEA-014-01
SATB & piano SEA-015-00
Reasons for the Perpetuation of Slavery (Alexfifler) SSAA .. ... ... .. i SEA-091-00
Spring Grass (Carl Sandburg) SATB .. ... . .. . SEA-006-03
They Have Fifellglps gpml(@%iyler PSAA & PIAN0 ... SEA-076-00
'hose Who Wish To Sing Always Find a’ S¢gp# (Swedish proverb) SSS, oboe & piano .............. SEA-022-01
TANO .« ot SEA-016-00
.......................................... SEA-077-00
................................................ SEA-009-00

i choir, SATB & piano ...................... SEA-021-00
¢ ATB &piano ...............oiuinn... SEA-083-01
Where There Is Light in the Soul (Chinese plQUSEERSAR/SATB .. ................. SEA-070-00 / SEA-070-01
When the Song of the Angels Is Stilled (Howard AA/TTBB ............ SEA-062-04 / SEA-062-02
Why I Pity the Woman Who Never Spills (Joan W 8c) SSAA ... SEA-058-00
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