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Waking Up

for Jan

We wake up again to the sound

of those same birds just

outside our window. I can’t

name them, wouldn’t need to

if I could, but only guess

what they seem to be

saying over and over. 

Listen: We are here, 

we are here, 

we are here. 

David Allan Evans
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Elizabeth Alexanderfor SATB chorus a cappella
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Snap fingers:

Wake

mp

up

Snap fingers:

Wake

mp

up to the sound of those same birds,

We

mp

wake up a gain to the sound of those same birds, to the sound of those same birds,

for rehearsal only

Snap:

Wake

mp

up to the sound of those same birds.

justout side, just out side our win dow, those same birds,

Snap:

Wake up to the sound of thosesame birds.

justout side, just out side our win dow, those same birds,

Snap:

Wake up to the sound of those same birds.
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Those same birds, those same same birds, those

Oh, those same birds, those same same birds, those

just out side our win dow, those same birds, those same same birds, those

just out side, just out side our win dow, those same birds, those

same birds, just out side, just out side our win dow, those same birds, those

same birds, those same birds, those

same birds, those
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same birds, those same same same birds, those same

mf

birds.

same birds, those same same same birds, those same

mf

birds.

same birds, those same same same birds, those same

mf

birds.

same birds, those same same same birds, those same

mf

birds.

Whisper to your neighbor:

(same

p

birds) (same birds) Oh,

mp

we’re

Whisper to your neighbor:

(same

p

birds) (same birds) Oh,

mp

we

Just

p

out side, Just out side, Just

mp

out side, Just out side, Just out side our win dow,

Just

p

out side, Just out side, Just

mp

out side, Just out side, Just out side our win dow,
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wak

mf

ing up a gain to the sound the sound of those same birds

wake

mf

to the sound the sound of those same birds,

Wak

mf

ing up a gain to the sound a gain,

Oh,

mf

the sound a gain,

wak

p subito

ing up a gain to the sound of those same birds.

wak

p subito

ing up a again to the sound of those same birds.

wak

p subito

ing up a gain to the sound of those same birds, those same birds.

wak

p subito

ing up a again to the sound of those same birds. just out side our win dow,

gliss.
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same birds, same birds, Oh, those same birds, same birds, same birds, oh those

same birds, same birds, same birds, oh those same birds, same birds, same birds, oh those

same birds, oh those same birds, those same birds, oh those

same birds, oh those same birds, same birds, same birds, oh those

same

mf

birds, those same birds, those same birds, just out side our win dow,

same

mf

birds, those same birds, those same birds, just out side our win dow,

same

mf

birds, those same birds, those same birds, wake

same

mf

birds, those same birds, those same birds, we’re wak ing
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Wake

f

up to the sound of tho oo oh oo oh oose same birds.

wake

f

up to the sound of tho oo oh oooo oh oose same birds. I

mp

can’t

up.

f

Oh

mf

oo oh oo oh oo oh. I can’t

up.

f

Oh

mf

oo oh oo oh oo oh.

same

p

birds, same birds, same birds, same birds, same

same

p

birds, same birds, same birds, same birds, same

name them, same

p

birds, same birds, same

name them,

would n't * need to if I could

* Horror of horrors.  The composer suggests that basses omit the final “t” on “wouldn’t.”  Not only is it more consistant with the style, but it makes this more fun to sing.
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birds, Oh, oh!

mf

o ver a gain, We are here,

birds, Oh, oh!

mf

o ver a gain, We are here,

But on lyguess what theyseem to be say ing o

mf

verand o ver a gain, We are here,

But on lyguess what theyseem to be say ing oh!

mf

We are here,

we are here, we are here, we are here, we are here, We are here,

we are here, we are here, we are here, we are here, We are here,

we are here, we are here, we are here, we are here, We are here,

we are here, we are here, we are here, we are here, Those birds,those same same birds, Here
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we are here, we are here, we are here, we are here, those birds, those same

we are here, we are here, we are here, we are here,

we are here, we are here, we are here, we are here,

we are here, we are here, we are here, we are here,

birds, those birds, those same birds, Lis ten,

those birds, those same birds,
Lis ten,

We are here, We are here,

We are here, We are here,
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lis ten: we are here, those birds. I

mp

can’t

lis ten: we are here, those birds. I

mp

can’t

Lis ten to the sound of those birds.

Lis ten to the sound of those birds.

name them, would n't * need to if I could,

name them, would n't * need to if I could,

name them, would n't * need to

gliss.

if I could,

same

p (falsetto)

birds, same birds,

same

p (falsetto)

birds, same birds,

* Sopranos and altos, go ahead and omit the final “t” on “wouldn’t.”  If anyone objects, tell them that that basses did it, too..
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But on ly guess what they seem to be say ing o

But on ly guess what they seem to be say ing,

Oh no, oh no (woh) (woh) (woh)

Oh no, oh no (woh) (woh) (woh)

mf

Solo
  or
Tutti:

ver and o ver and o ver and o ver and o ver and o ver a gain,

oh!

mf

woh!)

mf

woh!)

mf
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molto rall.

80

a tempo subito

S 

A 

T 

B 

(Solo or Tutti) Tutti (Sop. I):  f

Here! Here, we are here, we are here, we are here, we are here,

Tutti (Sop. II):  f

Here! here, we are here, we are here, we are here, we are here,

Here! We

f

are here, we are here, we are here, * we are here, we are here,

Here! We

f

are here, we are here, we are here, we are here, we are here,

Here! We

f

are here, we are here, we are here, we are here, we are here,

Here! We

f

are here, we are here, we are here, we are here, we are here,

Here! We

f

are here, we are here, we are here, we are here, we are here,

Here! We

f

are here, we are here, we are here, we are here, we are here,

* If desired, some members of the AI section may sing the cue-sized notes, reinforcing the SII part.
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We are here, we are here, we are here, we are here, we are here,

We are here, we are here, we are here, we are here, we are here,

We are here, we are here, we are here, we are here, we are here,

Those birds, those same same birds, Here we are here, we are here, we are here, we are here,

those birds, those same birds, those

mp

birds, those same birds,

those

mp

birds, those same birds,

We

mp

are here, We

p

are

We

mp

are here, We

p

are
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Repeat ad lib.
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96 poco rit.

S 
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 Bird
Track:

Here is where a some of you get to caw like a crow. (You know you want to.) Or yodel like a loon, or hoot like an owl, or whistle like a robin.

The trick is to think of these birdsongs not as corny, but as profound. Sure, we've been hearing these birds every morning for umpteen years,
but now we’re listening to what they are really saying.  (Which is the same thing that we’re saying.) Anyone can detect a noisy bird, but
it takes a special kind of listening to hear the cry of its very existence. If you can hear it that way, the audience will hear it that way.

pp sparse birdcalls from a few individuals, lontano (i.e. as if coming from far away)

(caw caw)                                                       (caw caw caw)                                                           (caw caw)

Lis

p

ten: Lis ten:

Lis

p

ten: Lis ten:

here, We are here, We are

here, We are here, We are

Lis ten:

pp

Lis ten:

pp

here, We are here, We are here.

pp

here, We are here, We are here.

pp
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