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Note from the composer

In early 2014 I was reading about a piece another composer wrote in which,
ended phrase and crafted the text out of various completi é
After listening to that work I thought it might be an 1nts11€ g‘@

that moment, [ heard someone say “He
results so I plugged it in
from whimsical (* g‘taie
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human experience.

love.song was commissioned by The

”
1k§§x ng, y “took an open-
via“internet search results.
cise to try that process out myself and, at
That seemed like it might yield some unique

lo

e and discovered a beautiful constellation of humanity ranging

f&(cja]ge he made me a mix tape”) to brutally honest confessions of spousal
se he took his gold sovereign rings off before he hit me”.
ss of gathering those anonymous responses into something of a narrative that runs the gamut of

love.song was the result

Singers—Minnesota Choral Artists in celebration of their 10™

anniversary as well as the end of m
gratitude to all Singers past and pre

y 10

i e

ear tenure as Composer-In-Residence. It is dedicated with love and

1allyit sg'cPEecto'r Matthew Culloton.

The text

Joshua Shank

he loved me because...
... made him laugh.
...I was so easygoing.
...I brought out the best in him.
...I smelled like pomegranates.
...he made me a mix tape.
...there was a gleam in his eye
when he straightened my tie.

...he told his mother.
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seemed so manageable.
...I could share in his silence.
...he had ajob to do.

he loved me because...
...he saved my life.
...that's the role I decided to play.
...he loved his children.

...hedidn't h
edidn't aveoéyns

R

he loved me because...
...he had been in a bad marriage.
...he was jealous and wanted me all to himself.
...he took his gold sovereign rings off before
he hit me.
...he was good and not because I am.
ful.

I
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someone to love me.

Wil s

...I have feelings for him.
...I never asked any questions.
...I accepted his secrets.
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...I told the truth. ~hewaspatient and kind and sweet.
..Ilied. ] ? ted to honor and respect me.
...he was sticking up for me. O Slﬂlua’ lj rf ieved in me.

...he didn't want me to leave.
...my brother lied.

...J am intelligent and kind.
...I am worthy of love.

...] liked him when no one else ever did.
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