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Text: 

They that go down to the sea in ships, and occupy their business in great waters;  
These men see the works of the Lord and his wonders in the deep.  
For at his word the stormy see ariseth, which lifted up the waves thereof.  
They are carried up to heaven, their soul melteth away.
They reel to and fro, and stagger like a drunken man.  
So when they cry unto God in their trouble, he delivereth them from their distress.  
For he maketh the storm to cease so that the waves are still.  
So he bringeth them to the haven where they would be.
 - Psalm 107: 23-30
 
This piece makes use of a pair of timpani to represent the stormy seas. Known as the “sailor’s prayer,” these psalm verses are 
an obvious antecedent to the story of Jesus Christ calming of the storm in the Gospels. This anthem is set like a traditional 
responsorial psalm; it makes use of a repeated antiphon separated by the dramatic, declamatory texts. At the climatic 
moment “...for he maketh the storms to cease...” the furious sea makes one final effort to destroy the fisherman.
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