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Text:

Bright morning star arising.
Day is a breakin’ in my soul.

Oh where are our dear fathers?
Day is a breakin’ in my soul.

They are down in the valley prayin’,
Day is breakin’ in my soul.

Oh where are our dear mothers?
Day is breakin’ in my soul.

They have gone to heaven
shoutin’ “Glory, Hallelu!”

Day is breakin’ in my soul.

- Traditional

Michael Weber has been and educator and choral musician for over 30 years. He

has taught elementary through college during his career. He currently is the Associate
Director of Choral Activities at North Dakota State University, where he teaches
courses in music education, choral literature and conducting. At NDSU, he directs the
Madrigal Singers and the Statesmen of NDSU.

His undergraduate degree is from the University of North Dakota; his master’s degree
is from California State University, Fullerton; and his doctorate is from the University
of Arizona. He has previously taught at the collegiate level in Texas and Maryland. His
public school teaching experience is in North Dakota.

Weber has pieces published through Alliance Music Publications, Alfred Music
Publishing, Pavane Publishing, and he is the editor for the NDSU Challey School of
Music Choral Series distributed by Graphite Publishing.

“Bright Morning Star” is a folk song that originated in the Appalachian region of the United States. One of the main
characteristics of this song is the large amount of repetition of both text and music. This is common in folk music that is
passed down aurally. The rhythmic structure of the melody is fairly unusual and lends itself to a mixed-meter feeling. There
are many versions of both the text and the music that have survived. The intention of this arrangement is to capture the spirit
of the text and create a musical interpretation that honors the meaning of the words.
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